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ful; z and generouſly diſdains to wear a crown, 
till! he has a better title _ his ——_ o 
tho for it. 
It were eaſy to multiply more inſtances ; 
but I hope it already appears, bogh from 
reaſon and Scripture, that temptatiorfs may be 
| _ refiſted ; and from example, that they have 
| been. Wherefore I ſhall now proceed, under 
; my third general head, to ſhow, that they a 
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ations conſtantly, attacking, u s from without 4 
and all cheſd under the management of a moſt 
ſubtle and powerful enemy, who well no W 
where our Weakneſß lies. and accordingly 
aſſaults us there moſt, whore we are leaſt able 
to defend ourſelyes, Thus, a che paſſie . 
have the moſt prevailing influence yer men, 
ha. generally. zokagſhin-adyuomge. ieſt from | 
them z ſtill leveflipg bis attacks againſt 4 
ticular perſons, om thoſe, particular, paſions 
which they are each of. them moſt ac N 6 
He hath his offers af gain for, the, govetouss 
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4 Hu, by: magnifyingi.the anjoyments of it. 
Nay he js ſo ſubtle, as, without our utmoſt = 
Santion, to turn our very Kintues\ ãntd wies. 
Thus ſhall he. make frugality rue asg cloak 
Mt: Avarice, and Iiberality for profuſeneſas 
turn moderation, in religious matters, vinto:a 
Feld; indifference, about them, and tranſport 
zeal into enthuſiaſm: In,.fhorty be our age, ; 
Anf tem pet or, qiroumſtances, hat. they will. 
he bath his,peguliar tamptations:ſor them all. 
Heis ready, to mot ug at: all times, and in A 
cen in our huſineſd. and in qur. pleaſures; - 
+Abgoad, ang at homes in the moſt public 
a aſſemhlies, land in eurjtnoſtyprivate, retire- 
ments. And mo w eftem this ſhort, & of 
gur gnemy 's ſfrength, and pur own. e. | 
ehe mut appear, that aveciavesneedrof : 
foams; other Help, than pur;own:t0) preſerve 
us: ag that, can * nothingrielſe than; tbe 
„ a grace 
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There remains hut one thing me 
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enquired into y ind Ithat 10 anrrbh7i How 
fer God's grace 16 te Be expected JUHY chat 
is- only in proportivn as we uſe our owii e 
deavours, © The tent plainly enough? aflerts 


hat we muy eſcipe; Büt not abſolutely ti 


ations whether we will! or no; that is con- 


we. muft' God promiſes ſuch a ſupply of —— 
power, as may enable us to ſtand our ground; 
but leaves it to ourſelves, Whether we WiIII 
exert that power, or nete We are not to 
imagine, tllat the Divine race is to act upon * 
us as a charm, and preſerve us againſt tempt- 
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W 
reaſon and choice; for whether we ere under 
che Influence of irreſiſtibie temptations. or 
irreſiſtible grade the cn were the 
ſame j there cnuld eithbr ww] ]E be no liberty: 
no virtue or ce n title to-veward) or puniſh. | 
ment. Indeed there could then be no ſucli 
thing as a temptation; for trials, which wa 
either vitabtireddfty vrt cant benen, 
att, properly, no trials at all. In hott, God 
deals with us as free and accountable creatures; 
requiring from us à right uſe of thoſe powers 
we have; and; upon that condition only, ſup- 
plying us with thoſe we want. He will give 
us ſuch a meaſure of his grace, as ſhall. make 


out endeavours effectual; but not ſuch as ſhall 4 


be effetual without them. He offers us a 
ſufficient aſſiſtance, and therein is his mercy; 
we ourſelves are to _ it; and therein is 
our freedom. * 8 

And from hence we may eaſily learn in 


what « caſes we HOOD s 
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Alkane, and! in What we may -reafnebly 
depend upon ĩt te 101 00 Ba goes! 
Now if we- throw!(urſelves -unneceſſacily 
upon ſuch circumſtances as naturally lead'to/fin, 
it is not to be expected that God ſhalll prevent 
the ill conſequences of them. For inſtance: | 
Is a man addicted to licentinuſneſs ? let him 
avoid ſuch places and company as are apt to 
tempt him into it; otherwiſe; if he ventures 
upon them, he | is actually reſiſting God's 


to obtain God's grace to reſiſt: the temptation. 
ls another haſty and cholerio d let him care - 
fully ſhun all ocenſions that may irritate uni 
inflame him; other wiſe it is but reaſonable to 
| ſuppoſe that God will leave him to himſelf ; 
and if he will needs meot hie enemy upon 
ſuch unequal terms, ho muſt not wonder at 
any ill conſequences that follow. Above all 
things, we ſhould be cautious how we needleſly 
engage ourſelves in ſuch a courſe of life, a0 
© | from*our conſtitution and complexion, * 
1 muſt * temptations before us ; for 
_ miracles 
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it is fr hinplchefefere te proportion Su? its 
eumſtances adcordingiy Jet n man tige! 
fore covet either the riches or (greatneſs & 
ninother to Himſelf I ſinoe perhaps hivipoVerty 
may be his Heſt ſecurity; ant Providenets m 
ure therefore>placed hir, in rd 
. him fafgdJiw 9on2bivorJ as 1% 
accgain; candy thinker greave-eoinfort 
1 us, under all the diffeuftiéb bed cmi 
ries of life, than ts ebifder; that they are 
but as trials, Whitby be! endured} and 
rhich, if enduret ars fur to he rewarded? 
Bleſſed is the man that endurer bmp. 8 
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From dhence are e clearly taught! how to 
dapend on God's:a fo as certainly not 0 
fail af it, and thatcis,; torexpedilit only on 
ſuch terms as hel hath promiſed it, namely, 
in a way ſuitable to our nature, and in con- 
currence with our endeavours. Our utmoſt 
care, and 1 God's:grace, are to go hand in 
hand in our: ſalvation dur Cave, as abſolutelyß 
neceſlary; though it is from God's grace only 
that it can prove effectual. Theſe God hath 
joined together; and hat God hatk — ta. 
together, let no man, as he; values his foul, 
ever. 1 aſunderꝰ buy e race. * 
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ſaul or mind of man ; that thinking principle 
vchich ſo/ eminently diſtinguiſhes him tom 
the. reſt of the 8 ſuch,. it takes 
in, the underita 10 will, and: the paſ- 
Gons, with all the . powers and opera- ö 
tions af each. This is properly the ſpring 
that gives. motion to them all. It is this 
that directs and governs the whole mam; all 
his thoughts, words, and actions are origin- 
ally derived fromm e ee | 
at ultimately to be reſolved: - 21% Den 
And tkis principle is of an active nature; 
that will, and muſt, exert itſelf one way: of | 
ether, either in the projeing. of good or 


evils. 
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with great propriety, be 44 that out of the 
beart are the iſſues of life, and let 'me 
death too ; ind with great reaſon. therefore 
does he wiſe 28 „ 

It will be ſtill a greater Gee to out dill 
gence, if we conſider, not only the dreadful | 
conſequence if our heart ſhould make a wrong 
choice, but alſo the many thouſand tempta- 
tions it will meet with, to perſuade it to do 
ſo. We are — in a world very dif- 
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ww tivd it 10 no ſmall difficulty. to orbvages at 
| thoughts; and when ones ill thoughts are 

Adimitted, ill words and ations witl.natutally = 
follow, en laws may indeed put ſome 
check upon theſe, but al very ineffectual one 
Lure z ſinde here- ever there may be ſecrecy, 
there mi be impunity too; and conſequently 
if the: heart once conceives ſin, it wilb fine 
opportunity enough, in wicht of ell Human 
penalties, to be delivered of it too. But 
granting, for ſappolition Gake, that human 
laws could extend much farther, even to lay 
an abſolute reſtraint upon all our words and 
actions; ſo that whatever wickedngſs might . 
Jurk in the heart, it could never be uttered 
or actod without puniſhment z. yet what would 
all this ſignify ? ſince, in the account of mo- 
rality, the heart is the principle, and;the in- 
tention the erime; and conſequently. the ſin- 
ner, however he might eſcape alli inflictions 
Pak the” world ould be ſtill ſubjo@t to the 
laſhes ofydhis-conſcience, and the vengeance 
„ * God, for ten thouſand crimes, 
| x Bd! 3 | : which 
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ink might are hand hl do yore 
Pon apa" G Yer" tie &1 
- In Hort, ben las. le who chiefly 
as ln. ſocietyi and canſequontiy. if they 
cn but prevent its ill conſequenees with 
P 4 their deſign is, in à great 
meaſure, anſwered ; but it is for Gods who 
| knoweth-the hearts, to lay the reſtraint upon 
them ; and to prevent not only tho effects of 
fin, but the cauſe af it alſo. * And herein the 
excellency of the Goſpel appears, in that it 
ſtrikes at the very root of the evil ;- that ſin 
may never ſhow itſelf in our. worde and 
actions, it will not ſafer us ſo much 66 to 
give it che leaſt entertainment, even in our 
thoughts. It arraigns every lewd. deſire only 
- as adultery; every wrathful and malicious in- 
' tention as murder, And how ſevere ſoever 
the Goſpel may ſeem in this, nevertheleſs as 
this is the only way to ſtop the growth of 
fin, it will, upon conſideration, be found, to 
be as merciful as it is wiſh; tending equally- to 
the bengfit of man, and the glory of Gag. 
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bat, to illuſtrate this matter in the two 
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ly ae them) « u und Kut 40 a 
F: What after this" ould" Us ex- 
E but that the man, "who hath ſo Ham: 


fully given-1 up the reins to his appetites hither- 


to, ſhould at laſt quite loſe the command of 


| them; and be hurrieq on by them to 0 tity 7 
tal exceſſes whatſoever ? 
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And thus again, with regard ib nie 


Were we bid only. to abſtain from the act it- 


felf, but permitted, it in the mean time, to hare 
bour anger in our hroaſts,' and to cheriſh it 


on to malicious and revengeful thoughts, 'the 


thing. were impracticable; for malicious in- 


tentions naturally produce miſchievous effect: 
and the revenge of the heart will become the 
revenge of the hand ſoon. But now the 


E 3 Goſpel, 
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Geipel, by charging the guilt of 3 on 
the heart that concelvos it, applies the 1 ody 
there, from whence the diſeaſe ſpringe ana 
wo. by teaching us to lay « curb upon the fiſt 
| motions of anger, takes the only natural way 
to prevent the ill obnſequences that would 
follow the indulgence of it. And rely this 
proceeding mult appear, at firſt fight, to be 
highly merciful in God, as being my 4 
io beneficial to man. 18 

As eternal miſery is the conſequence of al 
wilful fin, whatever method ſhould be pre- 
ſcribed that would prevent that, how difficult 
ſoever, muſt needs be highly merciful ; inaſ· 
much as the difficulty on one hand, bears no 
proportion at all to the danger on the other. 
But this method muſt appear ſtill more merci- 
ful, fince it is not only the moſt effectual way 
to prevent ſin, but the eaſieſt too. Tt is cer- 
tainly much eaſier to keep the goverment of 
the paſſions at firſt, than to recover it, after 
it is loſt ; as it is to prevent a breach, than to 


Tepair it, It is eaſier for a man, in every re- 
ſpe, 


pirit a, concerns a hd of. hi ring 

| hana 1 h Ie Fug ys This will put him into 
| the,only proper frame of mind, for, heaven: 
and even now give him. as it were, a foretaſts 
of. it.. Nor is chis method at all more were 
ciful then it is: wjſes being what mou 

God's honour no leſs than our goods! · 
How could it be conſiſtent with. God. to 
permit ſin in its cauſes, and yet he angry at 
then to puniſh the ſinner ? And yat this. were 
the conſequence, / ſhould he permit fin in our 
thoughts, and yet condemn. it in our words 
and actions, Certainly this were a proceed» 
ing. as oppoſite to God and goodneſs as can 
be imagined. This were the very character 
of Satan himſelf z firſt to tempt men to 
wickedneſs, and mm" to un them 
1 it. % eee 10y” 4 
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were but form their religion 
And wat u notion then muſt we en 


bands when the heart is far from 


the hearts of all men lie open, to be regardleis 
of Shatever ſhould paſs there ? At this rats, 
! | wherein would the Divine lay be more ex- 
cellent / and oxtenſive than human iaws are 5 


Jod; i hw _ him thup capable: 

thus we muſt 
think of him, — believe that he will 
accept of the devotion" of: che dip and ons 
Þ xe. 
_ . Conſider him again as our-Crevtorz _ he 
moſt. undoubtedly have © right' to our whole 
obedience,” as his creatures vuund /howithen 
can it be ebnfiſtent/ either for us to-negle@, | 
or for di to diſpenſo with tho principal part 
of Our obedlence, that of tho heart. 
Again, how cold it cœnEHO with u Being: 
of infinite knowledge, and to whom therefore 


No, doubtieſt when God is called the 
Searcher of heurts, it can fever bs meant as 


en * empqy title; but ought 30eonvince; us, 


thay. 
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the Divine Nature in ite pimtν,EPfG; and 
ü nnn in its: gurity 

can it aſiſtent with a eing f 

infnis basta. tu the dontrary. n 
And now need I preis you to: keep your 
FRA with all diligence | ds it not apparently 
for your eaſe and happineſs to: do: ſo And 
hath not God, by enjoining ſuch a purity of 
heart, been as mertiful: as vier conſulting aur 

n his glu Ac bioow ends 
But perhaps ĩt may be-objectcds.rthat-after 
all our care, bad thoughts. will ſometimesiſe 
even in the beſt of men; and conſequently 


ſuch 9 ia enjoined, W 
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b& mort ant eaſy 3. that no:thoughts, which are 
not "conſented to by the will, are to be 
accounted ſinful ; thoſe only are ſinful which 
are voluntary; and more r left nl as more. 
or leſs: voluntary. 1 ian ate AP 171 
The mind receives all "ey "og originally 
from the ſenſes, and is entirely paſſive to the 
firſt impreſſions they ſhall make upon it. It 
can no more help thoſe images which they 
ſhall repreſent to it, than a glaſs enn the 
reflection of thoſe objecte that occaſionally 
come boſote it. Idle and raſh thoughts there - 
fore will ſometimes come up in their turn, as 
well as others ] nor can the beſt of men be 
wholly exempted from them. Nay, and it 
may happen, from the particular conlitutions 
and complexions, infirmities and diſorders of 
ſome, and theſe good men too, that ſuch 
thoughts ſhall be predominant in their mind, 


not 
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n 0 their way into it, bat, for a 
ume, the poſſeſſion: of it 3) and, bad zu they 
are; engender Rill-/worſe ; even profhne 
aheiſtical, and blaſphemous thoughts; till 
che poor wreeches; ſhall be haunted by them 
to that degree, as, at luſt, to be driven by 
them into the very depth of deſpair. This 
calamity, I y, may be incident to very good 
men; for the fumes of melancholy will cloud 
the reaſon, as well as the imagination; and 
when the body is much diſordered, the mind 
will receive a tincture from it. But then, I 
ſay, that thie ie plainly an infirmity; and 
which God, who knows our weakneſſes, will 
pity, and not condemn ; and whatever « per- 
fon, during fach a diſorder, ſhould either 
chink, or ſay, or do, would never be im · 
puted to him as a crime; Such perſons as I 
am ſpeaking of, when they are troubled with 
theſe raſh and idle, profane or blaſphemous 


' thoughts, are fill complaining of them as 
their grievance ; and what plainer evidence 


therefore can there be, that their wills are 


not 
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. i l certainly be his buſineſs rather tc to re 


concile them to thoſe, thoughts, which are 


his, And however therefore they may fanſy 
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=” 0 2 fatal. ſecurity. This would. be his bukie 
neſb; as, with regard to hardened ſinners, we 
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find it 14 his, conſtant practice: 80 that theſe 


thoughts are either not at all from che devil 
or if they are, the guile of them is wholly 
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thera(ilves outcaſts of God, as being unable 
to exert any one act of faith or duty towards 
him 
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dan, we mo: Al be vue as to 
e eee arg . %% 
. taiſe wiaked thoughts in us: In this caſe, | 
; what have we to do to prevent ſuch thoughts, 
but to keep out of the. way of ſuch objects | 
- 8s excite them? But now, on the contrary, 
i we, though ſenſible of our own weakneſs, 
will be peruſing ſuch writings, , converſing 
with ſuch perſons, or frequenting ſuch places, 
as are apt to taint, the imagination, our neg. 
| ligence. is criminal and we ſhall be anſwer- 
able for every ſinful thought, 'which it was en 
our power to have prevented. And if it 
a crime not to do what de a 
thoughts; it muſt certainly be a much gw 
til to indulge them. rin N6 4 111 
And now, having ſhown the , of 
kevloe: our hearts with all diligence, vis. 
becauſe out of it are the illues of life) l. e. 
becauſe all our thoughts, words and-aQions, 
in ſhort, all our moral conduct here, and our 
eternal intereſt hereafter, depend upon it; 


and 
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and withal guarded 8 
ngainſt the only objoction to b K N 
5 ceive it to be liable, I ſhall end 

deref my didcourd —— make, 
| as may enable us to keep them the maſt zffor- 
tully, I us beſt A AGE? ri , 
nnd happineſs hereafter, (| | 1 Þ 0107912 


In the place then — 


let us be fare to avoid idleneſt; the great 
inlet to them. For, us I before obſerved, 
the ſoul is of an active nature, that will exert 
itſelf one way or other; and if we will not 
talce care to employ it innocently, the tempter 


will be ſure to employ it to his purpoſes. 


However idle we may be, yet he is always | 


idle; and what th can be expedted, when 
che mind is thus open and empty as b 
ut that the evil one will enter, and take 


poſſeſſion? On the contrary, when the mind 
is engaged; it will either not ſee foreign ob- 


jects 3 vr not be at leiſure to attend th 
nn may juft tincture it r by but 


leave 


1 x N t 0 JN: 1 \ Fla: . 
gi with 


64 
leave FR \impreſſion behind them: 
« glaſs, the object ie no Toorier zone, but. 
the image is gone with it. As therefore ſome. 
vocation or other in adviſeable upon a civil; ſo 
much more upon a religious,” account z even 
as much aus the everlaſting happineſs of the 
next world is of more W Oe all 
the momentary intereſts of the nent. 
However as the mind will be ate by. 
being overſtrained, nor can be duly exerciſed, . 
but it muſt be now and then relieved too; 
ſhall lay it down as a:/ccond rule for-the good 
government of our thoughts, that we be very 
careful in the choice of our diverſions. ' - 
As human nature is generally corrupt; ” 
every man has his particular:corruption ; ſome. =p 
ſtronger propenſity to one vice than 1 | 
conſequently- where a man's weakneſs 1 | 
there ought his guard eſpecially to be. * 
ruling paſſion in every man's- breaſt, ede 
it behoves every man carefully to obſerve: ry 
and to keep clear of ſuch objects, 88 are apt to 


give 132 to it. Thus, is a man of an haſty 
. 5 temper f 


| al . 


| however they may, when uſed. with moderi 
tion, be law ful in others, muſt be very wan 


divetfions for him, Does another find any 
{ſparks of licentiouſneſs within him? then let 


him carefully decline all acquaintance with the 


perſons, tha writings,. and entertainments of 
the pleaturable part of cqankind 3 which ars 
all of them fo. many ſeneml incentives to ity 
In a word, we are 30 have an eye 40 the mind's 


good, even when. we unhend it moſt s and 


„Aer“ then qartlaly all Aa A p I 


therefore $0 ahooſe dach recreation for it. „ 5 


may divent, without * 000 a 5 


it at the ſame time. 

- ln he 1 place, Let ws fir 
— heagal obſerve all the firſt motions 

| of virtue at vos riing in us, that e 
more effectually give ea check to the one, 


ching is weakeſt at firſt; and canſequently, if 
good, it requires then cur. greater care NA - 
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and an encouragement to the other. Soy af ö 


N. it z if dad, the les 1 


a wks: balances his accounts 
often, 


*; his. temporal or ſpiritual, concerns} andi 
rarely made ſenſib 6-of -bieierpar, bur by the 
examination is to be made, is neither eaſy nor 
neceſſary for me to determine z ſince that will 
vary according as people's circumſtances vary. 
In this therefore every man muſt be his on 
eaſuiſt ; but certainly it is a good general rule, 
that we ſhould: all of us make this mine 
tion as often as we gan, 6 N. 
Pourthly, Let us profit * FOR 
van, by reading and meditating on che works 
of good men in all ages; but eſpecially let 
us be converſant in the Scriptures, thoſe ſacred 
treaſuries, whence we may be provided. with a 
ſupply for all our ſpiritual: wants. Were the 


heart is plied with all ſorts of motives and * 


engagements, to ſecurt and enliven its obe- 
dience: Thera are ſet before us, in. one vie, 
(13 ** - Si | | % ; the 
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e pluneſt preoepts; the brighteſt Salle. 
the moſt glorious W he moſt 


* can dnn eher virtue eli ile, © or vice 
deteſtable. I ere is. not a ſingle paſſion in 
our nature, which is not rο⁵u-r intereſted in 
the choice of holineſs; there is not an attri- 
. 15 ze Divine Nature, which is not there 
inculcate it: Eſpecially God's infi- 
nite, Wee jaſtice and power are tber: 
ſo abundantly and .eminently diſplayed, that 
it is almoſt impoſſible for him, who conſiders 
them as he ought, to give ſin the leaſt harbour 
in his heart; as being aſſured, that it can 
neither eſcape unſeen, nor unpuniſhed· 
Laſtly, To our own. beſt endavours ler's us 
add (what alone can make our endeavours ef- 


1 


fectunl) our prayers to the Throne of Grace. 
It is prayer that will engage the protection 


and aſſiſtance of the Almighty; and if God 


be with us, what though all the powers of 


hell be againſt us,? Nor is prayer only a good 
1 e againſt temptation, as ' God hath 
; Fa 1 Pro- 
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5 Wee dea, fewwentiy, 

Tally ; "for fo ofily Hill we prey effettually, 
80 Mall the Hel) -Spivit delight" to dwell ih 
our hearts; and, by keeping us iundeent in 
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this ſtate of probation, prepare us for that 
Bleſſed place, where, in the ibelety of ungele, 
and juſt men falle perfect, we ſhall be holy 


und happy to an eternity. vary ten prone 7 
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Eaſon is the 41 provogative of mans 
. that: which ſets. him at the greateſt diſtance 


| him as under the. influenco of dis paſſiang and 
fuer. | and YOU. / ſeo him but too 
much upon a level with the brute beaſta that 
Poriſn ; but look upon bim as, canduRing | 
| himſelf. by the rules of right reaſon, and yon 
then fee. him, 44 he ought ta be, the image 
of God. . I. js reaſon that points out virtub | 
ta him, and bids him purſue it; that ſhows 
him what vice is, and bids him deteſt it. 
And indeed what is virtue, but the acting up 
to the dictates of reaſon ? ar vice, but the 
fwerving from them ? In ſhart, there ie an 
infeparable connexion between reaſon ang 
*. 9:7 M $ 
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1 virtue; id that; where either of oa 


wanting, there the other muſt he wanting OP 
too; gi the one is, "there the * Fab 
he pelo, | ago i pig 
The ſame 1 which . is 
derten teaſon and virtue in general, the 
ſame alſo is there between the ſeveral virtues, 
as they ſtand related to esch other. That 
man can never be truly liberal, who is not 
frugal too; frugal; that he may have where · 
withal to be liberal; to derive the ſtreams in 
ſuch a proportion, ag not to dry up the ſource . 
from which they are ſupplied. Frugality, 
when terminating in a man's ſelf, is no better 
than covetouſneſs; and an indiſcreet liberality 
is no better than profuſeneſs. Thus neither 
can there be any true moderation without 
zeal, nor any true zeal without moderation; 
moderation would be too languid, without 
real to invigorate it; and zeal too impetuous, 
without moderation to reſtrain it. Without 
the one, a man would be, as it were, all 
| Hoſts and without the "OP all | fame, Thus 


again, Fe 


to Aller him is 'thes . 1 
calamities; at the ſame time that he i is ſinking: 
5 ee eee der — 
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They are both ſo mutually n | 
| neither een alone „ Were . once 


the-witmes, mates: how u cloſely they, are 
all linked together. ſo. cloſely, that no man. 
who is wholly wanting in i; on be pro- 
perly ſaid to be maſter af an. 
4 ————— of the 
ſeyeral wirtuss one upon the other; ſo.is coun 
rage ſtill more; peculiarly, neceſſary, as deins 
the ſupport of them all; and without which, 
4 they-would Uebe. precarioeus. What e e 
3 under the: many. gxils of life, gr 1 
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his head 1 e needs go and make con- 
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body muſt ies that h- can have no ch 
miſſion from religion; nor ought chat theres 
fore to be unſwerable for the freaks of enthu- 
Gaim. If he rung himſelf into unneceſſary. 
dangers, he maſi even; thunk hiniſelF for them; 
and if he dies for his'piliris, he dies not 48 4 
martyr, but at a\madinin,' In ſhort," true 
 peal (never pute u man upon ſeeking nbedleſi 
adventures ; and there 1d no ſuch thing” as 
knight- errantry iworeuſd. Thus again 
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af his lifeir ant. but/a probability of our 
power to: ſuve it, and ve certainly ought to at» 
tempt it, though with hazard of our own. 
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1 hb did then; than would aan 
he did in the deliriums of a fever. Nh 
he had no choice but to fight or die: aud ſo 
r fear of death might have m. m 
In ſhort, no man can ee ; 
enemy aig a truly brave een _ can- 
not W ee his own paſſions too. e 
But to come to caſes of more common a life, 
and mor general uſe. Vou have received an 
injury perhaps: Is it ſuch a one as cannot be 
put up, and the law will redreſs? then ap- 
=: ply to that for a remedy. Is it beneath the 
EE notice of the law then think it beneath 
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of your life be virtuo 
baffle the malice of 
It is virtue generally that ſrſt open "= 
of calumny 3 and: it- i that alone rr can . 
effectually ſilence · ĩt again, It is the ſun that 
raiſes the vapouis; and the ſame ſun that 
- Taiſed, can diſperſe them. An injury is nod 
injury till it is felt; and not to feel it there- 
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uſt, be: more truly glorious, than to rern. 
turn it. But perhaps you. will ay, that the 
jury is of ſuch: a nature, that your:honour is | 
concerned to revenge: it. 
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ol. be jg ever Uifficule,-to attain this great 
of to endurg an ching, b 
rather than thwart its: 
in al caſes, dares to do my — the 


| : event of it to Providence, and truflitg'to that , 


. 
* * 3 . #%s 
1 * 4 Fs Mig 
0 * L * * * , f. 
, | | „ 
/ 5 2 
. : 0 : 1 7 
a * FM 
* 
ol 
' — 
* 
* * 


— 8 than duch Y 
ſoꝛ 2 all virtues muſt 


* 4 * 


2 1 many. ind ances, 0 0 
granted, a man may "em to act prudently 
und holdly too, without this belief; he my 
. Pergeive a. preſent, good. ta be probably at- 
" Krided with J much gagater, evil, and ther- 
4 | fora forbear it 3, or he muy pergpiys a preſent 3 
evil likely to draw after it a much greater 

good, and therefore endure it: But put it 

once to his choice, that be ſhyll be either aa 
hippy,” or a5. miſerable, , as this world cab 


make him; provided, in the fieſt caſe, chat 
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full ſtrength and vigour, Part with life * 

but upon the hopes, at. le 

in another: 80 that the terms of che propay | 

tion are convertible; there is no true reli 

gion, without courage; there i is no true 8 
nage, without religion. . allies) 
3 But as we are to expect no tine courage at 
all, except in a good man; fo can we expect 
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rea Gn, probable asg, 
. hi the philoſaphers; 4 ade . | 
they wer e not capable of Hach-painful re- 
* arches. i And as for the Jews themſelves,” the 
generality of em at leaſt, ſeemed — 
their views too much to this preſent wor 
at beſt had but a glimmering — 
nity; but now firſt are life and immortality 
brought to Iißht by che Goſpel. We have 
had God incarnate amongſt us, to teach u 
by his laws, and to i in pire us by his example. 
Ale v. oluntarily became ſubject: to death, the 4, 
more viſibiy to triumph over it z and, by his 
eſurrection, confirmed the certainty of ouiꝶ 
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"what are Alb e . -of lifeits one ; who i Ws . 
ſure, by God's 5 grace, to be upported 8 
them; and, through Chriſt's l to wy 
infinitely rewarded for them Q — 
atempt, byaa dungen ar a tack, to fress 
fluch a man from his duty, he might lay; 85 
almoſt i in Pompey's words, but upon 4 nobler: 

* principle of courage than he, my conſeience: | 
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1 F ˙ũĨ⅛ OÄ. ̃— ůmĩm m g —— — 


0 


ern ON au 


pn pow" 


overy: tions 8 com- 
mon calamities too; ard Providence is gene · 1 
rally ſo ei ua in its diſtributions of both kind 


that it is very hard, if not abſolutely impoſ- 
ſible, to know which condition of life is the 


mut proſperous, or which the moſt affli S, 


Indeed were we to confine our notion of pros 


ſperity, as it is to be feared too many do to | 


wealth or grandeur, dreſs or equipage; to any 
mere trap: 


or all of the circumſtantials aß 
pings, as it Ferey of life; chen had us nerd 
only to Avide men into high and low, rich 
and poor, and to denominate tfem accord - 

r ſince, at this rates adverſity' would 


49. 


aber 


And: e — Ry 
» ere eortain, that in the ae the 
Pomp. and pomen, and aluenes ofitl 
Mics: eden, fad OTIS nee . 
— 4 4" 
ity, they muſt need mean very different in T a & 
the account of Seripture and irgaſun. Ant 
that they do ſo, we need Joolæ no farther than 
the words of my text; where theyareiſaidtq | 
bal all men\indifferestly;cand-by-turng; ad 
te hes tempered in ſuch a wiſe, and een 
portion, that no one can have any juſt reaſd 
eaomplain ot diſtributioniaf ee 
engt man Hu much ofthe ond as-is fit - 
; ting, and no more of che other f than is abi - 
lately needful for r him u but were that wulgar 4 : £0 
2 e mentioned on | 
ali. mW: WON Wader 


| had *; 


a 


* | 4 


* N 
1 2 8 F 


4 


tremes; of, preſuming-in profperitys and 
| defpeiring in adverſity.. d, Ney Bg 480" : vide. 
3 AM ap oY cs 0 ere, 


ane our ab mee frongly:indeadgatha | 
Wnt —— . _—_— hee 
e 


+, 


FAN 


- I'2 


Wow eyes 


Uf chem ;“ Hör W wines 
„ aten menten ere 055 


ceiving time he cin think" brpitulbiiibne | 
uþ0n/amiviferncnty one dideflion WhbrANGHNEr; 


due) 0 aſter us kae ace odl ant whole 
ircle'of pleaſure: oe aid an. 


40 


"OT H 2 


| 
| 
| 


$517 N | Pe ; Seth ; h | * 0 
: % 4 g 1 why 
* | 5 4 1 1 7 
1404 We x * N 0 5 » f 
| x 4 . 
, F 7 * N % 
| . % : a. 1 * ; 
4 al 


? fter "we —. ate 
= pleaſant after a ſtorm. — ] 
the CHIEF HUN of 'Health' te e & 

16 Patt of — 1062 wages. Inc wir, g 

r en Ute feverdt evthfortd und ene 8 

Ut és walk Wbittary ainre ger aul edin., 

OMA Gab n mere ran: vf A wi cbeu. 
besthell, ben G na nt Bech bud 

bd mfö WAH" þ/ that them whe hrdlflever 

felt 4 atVerfity: gil Oni 2 eodiugad}ib. 

1 whit üfttker ur reli proſßeriey abe 

better, muff Hathfuny rtiake fey usritonhe 

nie Eh Have dt] orlasiity hy- 

Pine Confſts nit w fuel In Ahe fenſv of the 

Sede le ihgs? ur of uit HD TO eas ur Nm. 

thi t bete us 20 fle He FobBrdg ang 


————— wi 
Gncker Any ddr ty, as poverty "ors fiokneb 


'{6þþ68; Wer may not (ywurtier0 ala plagain, 
our 


ele "ou _ n 
4 . * 


5 


"I 
5 
- * 
N | 
þ 
— 


8 g Bt 0 N r 
deere ne. wha 
any time nownyy T4 


Th 


mono zes lt ous iber eh, 
Riga as wre rng chf, vr aße the, 
of db av trioff s 157.8 ils y ben 9 
Sehe wildemipb; 08 diſpenfariontagil Nr 


m 8 ſexidente i: when Nr confidet 
„idchringg n kind, arefty Nuf = 
— level an db 6.coatually Aff 

makes leb nous t cher men's gong. 
and more: naſy ce kackt Wide 
he Narigty | | . 
diſtinguiſhes us into high ang} lows. dieb aol 
poor i hae chat Exeteiis anti p cit. ang ghoſe 
»thatiars, ſubject vit, ae ee | 
Avery ſthünking man; thag qs its abſolute neceſ=- | 

„ty. far«the.1g99diand IF glfaren af, mH: 
Were men-pnee;bropghtupon,s level, in theſe 
bp Ge all abinge pn Nec nun 
| Anvaudifordens nhah wh tua ep dpf iich | 
uchi variety; f gircumſtangeg n He. 
gerte eee 4 
eee cament, ** 


4; (work H 3 


viſe 


be 


_ 


— — . — — 1 —— 
— = 


——_  —  _— 


. | ſometimes be wanting tothe greateſt 


bene 
different ranks and conditions ofifo ay hy. 
| for the good of the community in genarade 
it is certain that the happineſs/ or miſory.of 
eee 
not Fl Udine 


* 


4 a ſame time that they 
meaneſt oottager. MWhrt can all the x 
and power, and ſplendour in che word avail 
to one labouring under a an acute and ent 
e Alas lathey can | 
 rompig\ ith its” they” berve rather to -upbraid hi | 
weakneſs, than to 
contrary;/ when we ſee any one healthful and . 
chearful, though at che plough- tail, can wi 
think that he needs any addition of fortune 
to add to  hisrhappineſs ) In ſhort theb, let 
men diffor ever ſo much as to circinnſtantials; 
(and ſuch are all outwrard diſtinctions to be 
counted) yet that- makes no real difference, 
. we while 


— ee tung, los ef 


* 


wo 


— met loutifhir 


| 
N 
ö 
| 
N 
; 
[ 
[ 
| 


— es OE — — 1 

1 — if! ere ——— . =_ 

AC REEL ge. — — — — * - 
N * a 2 — —— Frm — ES" 
7 5 . * 
Ms * 8 * * 
5 - * ** iſ 8 * 
- 
” 


n 5 
5 ay # 
© Fo 
Sas Ta N oh this difpopfation. avill apy 


- Gt 


| 05 1 if 49-8998 Bally eighen efilttg one 


eich 


3 . 


Patient ll, in hg, d IAG. d 
nas rend ö HHN gal Abus | 
"BY Were re dmirghix Attac ſor his lle bb: 
We 0 Pprohgtig: for # hett, awoad - 
ho rn tha, myoſpriem cad gdreιν 
eee ee. virtnet pegulier 4% Wem 
0 nike, ed n intfange . nf the. farmer 
hehe ta and. ſebriatyn a afp 
19955 Thats rig eng exp and itempatenen 
JF rofperitys in Þut tex Sphdd het ut 
e eee due fortitnde, pn 
f 90d 449 ene heuſo. pech 
Pep, tied, gerek p Pfar, With thetcluſtres mas. 
witz 19 9700 e hM N Ne an 


Yi! de erst of hoſes Neither en the avink 
5 2 v1 irtye be. þ ofmplats-herrr nor On 5 
Sl amt mma ade bew mne | 


here- 


1 Lott 13" Meflh st Mpbe- 
1 pay — itte in Reo, 
and arunzün nel, Tf phitdenilty Ga, * 
 forthid on future whit, Url Ning a bo 5 
hen eons pre badete er Gaines 
he hatte gebn d ende ie We il belt. W - 
mite-Wilanged, 2 His fiis WA Wren ; ti. 
plied ; un berchet fes ma 

ing Mik paftcke Hide br hv), Which he 
Sante h erpertenteb. hb Ir Pötter able to Ber. 

Oro aging? Rath he(hech HT Sareful 4 n 
prove aeHN HEI intefvef Bf pig a — 
ue sd purple Ml pdf W n al > 
fruit kin al ki, 


- 


| have-tlierefore-oxercitent him a mene in 
aſHiQtions, n knowing tit his crample e 
hereby be more uſrfub and illaſtrisus : chat by 
his heroic: faith and Patience; he mighe be) | 
morefeminentiy inſteumencal tor tlie glory of 
Jod, and the good f men 3 im which caſoy 
26 he. cannot fail of u partioolar auppont in 
| this world, -f61 affured of am ex 
cxondidary -reodctpend-(in the! next. The 
farie wo might be-obſerved of the great and 
wealthy part of mankind that were their 
lives torun {moorhly: on- in one ſettled! eburſo 
of proſperity, their trial would be mueh more 
imperſedti and the teſtimony of theis con- 
telence i poportipnably leſt clear and ſutis fad: 
tory. It was the devills in ſinuntion again 
1 mat he ſorved noi God for nouglrt ; and 
; that 


92 * 


4 5 3 0 18 o 


ng in advorſiey, N tn 


* 


1 


H 


— 


CY 


S . * I SE 


| Sari 

; y_ — PE 

Sehe al — — 8 
15 — ji 


d eyond-thehapes, nad very ww 1 


— 
vaſe work arb ar , * 


inatutrl} 
yr therefore to — 


wo 


xponocſamethings 
yarious un 


donſpeaꝶ | 
vplainly-as:hn:: 
we” 8 B 


»aha--manth 
amt man ghry ig bs ej, e 


| t fun avighty 
3 mam glory : X 
Rl geen inbie ö 5 
„ e n 
Shy GOthin o Bab dcn ae nee 
ne 


** t bt diam ir Latu. 
1 eee ——— 
ee 


4H 


earth, 


Ie ir ar Neaſutvwts Wee 


— oy " f 1 , 7 l 
A 2 - * * 4 = — 
— 


np 


36 — 5 
— — —— EPI 


= a I 
—- 


=> RAG rs 


ent 198. mt knowing how ſoon he may! 
an object of compaſſion in his turn 
* much in need of relief as the mat miſer- 
able ohject that nombeys it at his hands. It 
ſhould naturally: 
God, for having entruſted — dach 
talent but humble likewiſe and-pious in tho 
uſe of 9.48) Fearing leſt it ſhquld be taken 
from him again ſo much more, eſt it hould 
be continued tot him, mot an mercy, but in 
urath not at u bleſſing. but a cur]ο e 
LA Og ei e VU enen ate 


qt - = 


VS; 5 


b 270 * 
oe een mane urge | 


| Wallis — 10 lian ns te them; and dag 

howereri he: may fail. of temporal dblivers- = 
as. da ſhelbrcertain{yiniees antifufinideveid. e 
laſting reward. Can die- nefbect on eicher l. 
 Baviout's Cubferings or morits; om chat He 
bore, or what Me hath purbhaſdd gr ivy" 
and either deſpdir undlef hie on afffietlone 
or mufmur upon the (court of them The 

greateſt preſont afflictions, Mhlohb are hut and 
it were, for a moment, muſt itte ede ſoem MAH 
when compared to an exceeding and eternal 
«AE weight 


ö ” 


«4 . 8 % % : p 5 | 
9 1 OY * 1 at : | * 
8 ne OE 1 . 1 l 

0 , j. 


9 . S E R- 


3 _ ee in 
it cannot fail of forcing. its way into the 
of every attentive re 


5 3 5 AT I « Au; » 3+ + L . $43 * | 
2 ee * Fer ys * 2th 8 © 48 es 1 25 % RK | 2 0 15 5 


* 


1 3 
6 H 
Wan 
- 


ONT 
Nie ho 15117 cp 


* 


zack. | : . 


world ever hy as The: 
leſs than chat of che it 


© 


* 


A 


* 115 
n 


* 


a 


* 


114 SERMON, vi f „ 
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perhaps this fingle Pſalm, duly inculcated and 

' imprinted on our minds, would be more ef- 11 
feecctual towards raiſing in us a true and vige- 

rous ſpirit of piety, than, all t the books of de- 
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ö 2d ſhift out all my Ways... There. js r, not .a 
word in my mouth, but thou, O Lord, hnowef | 
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dare, at the ſame time, to let any ſin lurk 
chere! Can he venture to play the hypocrite 
before Him, to whoſe eyes he acknowledges 
all things are open? Surely to reflect on this ſo 
inconceivable prerogative of God, 10 enough 
to caſt. any one down in the profoundeſt awe 
and veneration, It is impoſſible to conſider 
. and not go on with the Plalmiſt, and 
wo HIS: | ſay, 
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where, after the ſight has dropped it, our 
mind les it up, and purſues it. It is thus 
we are ſo peculiarly ſtruck with the proſpect 
of the ocean; which appearing, of all objects, 
the largeſt to the ſenſes of any, of any move- 
able object 'at leaſt, 1s, for that reaſon, apt to : 
affect them the moſt; and in proportion as-it 
affects. the ſenſes, it affects the imagination 
alſo. We cannot but ſtand amazed at the 
conſideration of ſo great an object as this; and 
can we ſtop there, without going farther to 
conſider, how amazingly. much greater then 
E * mulſt 


unbounded for the eye to take At: in; ad | 


6 and en- 
creaſo our aſtoniſhment ! Could we poſſibly 
help making this reflection upon it: If ſuch 
is the wormanſhip, what muſt the great Au- 

thor of it be/! But after all, ſhould we con- 
ceive this world to be ever fo great; that every 
ſtar were à ſun, with its ſeveral planets, as 
this has, moving round it; yet if we acknow- 
ledge, as indeed who can deny, but that it 


has its bounds ſomewhere ; ; what an infill. 5 


Cient idea, at Mar, muſt all this give us of the 
immenſity of God? as inſufficient a one, as 
ve ſhould form of the ocean from one drop 
only; or of the wole world, from a ſingle | 
atom. And could we think then of ſuch a 
Being as this, and not revere, admire, and 
adore Him? How muſt all things leſſen, in 
comparing of Him? how mean and contempt= 
- 4 . * 


—— 
here; birth or for 
parts r power „Alas li chey all vaniſh 

Pee undiſtinguiſtrable as the le 

at noon day, when the ſun ſhines out in it 
full luſtre Conſider men, the moſt ponies, 
derable of them, with Him and an re al 
their boaſted excellenciesq but ſo 
fections? What is all, heir grandeur; 
meanneſs ? their ſtrength, but weakneſhod 
their knowledge,:-butiignorance 2+ And 'whit; 
aſter this cum we find worth create in us 
Licher any enuy /againſt other any pd 
and arrogance in ourſelves? durely che cons! 
templation of ſuch a Boing as child enough 
to ſ allow up'lal] other confiderations' 
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ven all our . — 
moſt po rtl 225 woods wales vice, | and the 5 
| groueſt ngourageamnt 49 virtue hat cane | 


I dy; 10 Aab 9002103 | 10: nid 2.27877 
ken ina the moſt powerful reſtraint 
twice, as it keaps up thaſe two great 


* 


- principles oof action ſbame and fears quick 


vigorous in dur minds by ſtripping uus aof 
all: vain hopes, cithet of ſaereqy or inpunity. 
Firſt, then: ay. it: ſtrips us of all hopes 
of ſecrecy. and fo; operates ſtrongly on our 
ſhame: 10 "61209191 110 f +: alan 
That ſin is contrary to reaſon and nature. 
is ſexident enough; if from the ſhame only 
that inſeparably attends i it. And this ſhame 
hei, ſurprizing an effect on a 
man's Whole behaviour, occaſions ſo much 
— and: confuſion in all his; ward and 
2 nay: in every ** and geſtures that- 
Ae | 8 e 
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— — in it thall de able 
to charge him with any particular' tranſgreſs © 
ſion; in which" caſe, conſcience ſerves aa a4 
thouſand witneſſes; and makes up the defi. 
ciencies of human laws, by ſtigmatizing the 
ſinner in thoſe inſtances, where no human law 
has been able to take cognizance of the ſin. 
Nevertheleſs be the judgment of co 
how impartial ſoever, it is not always attended 
with theſe viſible effects. Many a man, whbz 
it is to be preſumed, feels the ſevereſt pange 
whenever cool and alone, may yet carry a fair 
outſide, and cheat the world with a falſe'ſhow 
of joy and chearfulneſs, which are the natu- 
ral products of innocence alone. And befides 
that the effects of conſeience are not always 
thus viſible, it may too be often diſtyrbed - 
and interrupted in the diſcharge of ts office, 
Though it acts ever ſo impartially whenever 
it does act; yet its power of acting may, by 
a thouſand accidents, be COT or over- 
, 1 d. 


vi. 


aid, and prevent the inner from many flagrant 
des, which hardly any thing but that had 
reſtrained him from. There are thoſe who 
make no ſcruple to commit” Wi wickedneſs 
whatever, who yet affect all the caution and 
ſecrecy imaginable in the commifton of it. 
Not the preſence only of a great or a good 
man ſhall ſerve as a check t6 them in the pur - 
ſuit of their favourite vices; even that of 4 
child ſhall be able to do it; and be the tempt- 
ation ever ſo ſtrong, yet the awe of any wit- 
neſs ſhall overcome it. But how ineffectual 
a reſtraint the fear of worldly ſhame muſt 
prove, may be eaſily gueſſed, | from the ſmall 
extent of all worldly notice. What is the 
human eye at the beſt? how ſhort is it in it: 
reach? how precarious in its exerciſe? n 
thouſand accidents may divert it; a thouſand 
obſtructions intercept it, Be the medium 
between that and its object either too dark or 
too * and the effect will be much tho 
ſame, 


N 
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ſume in both caſes ) lt can ſoe 3 OY 
in! the one; and nothing distinctly in hg 
other. Conſequently in all — 
where the inner can, or but thinks that he 
can, eſcapo the notice of the world, thore 
the fear of ſhame! ariüng from chat, willi be 
little, or none at all. The ſinner may indeed 
be with- held hereby from ſome outay ard act 
of . wickedneſs ; but he will. (ſtill; be ready to 
execute it whenever an opportunity of ſecreex 
ſhall preſent itſelf. It Was no bad ndview | 
therefore of à famous heathen, When he 
would. have us fanſy a Cato or a »Leliug 
continually before us, as eye - witneſſes of 
| all that we. did. But after all, what effect 
would the preſence of an imaginary, nay?; 
or even of à real Cato or Lælius have, in 
compariſon of that omnipreſent Being we 
are ſpeaking of 7 The conſtant inſpection of 
the beſt and greateſt men, nay, of ithe whole 
world, could it be ſuppoſed, would be only a 
check ut beſt upon our actions; but notwith! 
ſtanding we might be thus tied up from the 
11A | com- 


$i RVUMON 
commiſſion of am our hearts would be Au 
at liberty to preject it. They are open to 
God alone, the ſearchet of hearts / and to 
Him indeed it is impoſſible but they foul be 
open. Where there is an infinite preſence, 
there, there muſt: be an infinite knowledge! 
too vert ignis of U. n i t e e 
Some indeed (as ĩt ĩs too-common for men 
0 judge of the Divine Nature bychele wn 
ſeeing) variety is apt to be attended with diſ- 
traction in themſelves, have been but tos 
ready tc conclude. it to be the fame: with God 
005 though if they had but conſidered, that 
it is ſo with them becauſe they arb finite 
they muſt neceſlarily have! concluded itevuld 
not be ſo with God, becauſe he is infinite i 
the infinity of his nature making ſuch am uni 
verſal inſpection into the hole world with 
all the ſeveral parts and ſpecies belonging to- 
1 as eaſy for Him, as / an ſinſpection intocbui: - 
one ſpot! only, or la ſingle individual And 
ſhall we be:aſhamed then, of doing that bufont 
men, ' which we et venture io do before: the? 
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this we are, en we date w. act, or even 
| to meditate on wickedneſs, 1 merely becauſe the 
eyes of men are off us; finee- in our darkeſt 
retirements God ill is with us; 1b darkneſs 
end light to him are both alike. In ſhort, let us 
conſider but thoſe reaſons which are apt to 
_ awe us moſt with regard to men, and we 
ſhall find them ill infinitely ſtronger with 
regard to God. Thus, is it the greatneſs, 
the wiſdom, or the goodneſs of the perſon 
we are before, ſo that we are aſhamed of do- 
ing a mean thing before a great man, a weak 
thing before a wiſe man, or a ſcandalous thing 
before a good man? and yet ſin is, in its 'own 
nature, the baſeſt, the weakeſt, and ' moſt 
ſcandalous thing in the world ; and; we can 
never act, or conceive it, but in the preſence 
of @ Being infinitely great, infinitely wiſe, 
and infinitely holy. Let us then but ſeriouſly 
think ourſelves under the conſtant eye of God 
* "OT | (as : 
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| (as we certainly. ate, W will think 1 
| ſo or no) and it is imp Mble but we muſt be 
; reſtrained from. their practice of vice, if from 
| the — only, that malt neceſſarily. attend 
; Iſt A ono fr FTI. {3 150 ov 203 1 JM N 
SS But the belief of this article is ill Farther 
ane in preventing us from ſin, as it 
| ſtrips us alſo, of all vain hopes of impunity 
and ſo operates ſtrongly and vigorouſiy on out 
fort. And we know that men will be influ- 
enced, by them, hen they will be influenced 
by nothing elſe. Even thoſe who are loſt to 
all ſenſe of worldly; ſhame, will yet he under 
ſome check from the, dread of worldly pu- 
niſhment. But as the fear of worldly ſhame, | 


ſo alſo the fear of worldly puniſhment, muſt 
prove a very ineffectual reſtraint upon ſin; 
for wherever there may be ſecrecy, there may 
be impunity too. But now, beſides that hu- 
man laws can operate only on the actions of 
men, which yet may be ordered ſo ꝑctivately 
as to eſcape their notice; ſo neither can they 
be worded ſo cautiouſly, as to exclude. all 
e doubt 
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| 


doubt about the ſenſe of them; nor I © 


be others of power enough, in ſome inſtances, 


8 quently, from the veracity of his nature, that 2 


then be poſlible ſor us ſeriouſly to believe 
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prehenſively, as to take in all caſes: Hence, 
many will be found cunning enough, in va- © 
rious inſtances, to evade them ; as there may 


to over- rule them. But now, as there is no 
eſcaping of God's notice, ſo is there no avoid- 


ing of his juſtice ; no reſiſting of his power. 


As, from the ſovereignty of his nature, he 
muſt have an undoubted right to our abſolute. 
obedience, and ſo may impoſe what laws ſo- 
ever he pleaſes upon us zl, from the recti- 

tude of his nature, it will follow, that they f 
muſt be every way wiſe and good; fit for him 
to enjoin, and for us to perform; and conſe- 


the ſanction of eternal puniſhments, by which 
he has enforced: them, can be no idle menace; 
but, in caſe of diſobedience, will be as cer- 


tainly executed, as threatened. This his ho- 


lineſs, this his juſtice, this his wiſdom, "and 
this his veracity, ſeem to require. And can it 


our- 
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8 99 0 Fry: N *. zugedt "Wy 
ourſelyes in the preſence of, and yet at che 


ſame — dare to offend, ſo righteous a a Judge 


ſo terrible an avenger ?, e 
The belief of this article is 8 a more wy 


fectual reſtraint againſt vice, than it is, laſtly, 


an encouragement t to virtue. 3 


We knen, what | A Four to dien 5 18 the pre- 


our | endeavours enforced, „ by the WE of C 


* 


E 3 \tempers will judge no pains | 


too great, no 772 too difficult, to arrive at 


excellence i in any kind; eſpecially where there 3 


5 are thoſe of judgment to diſtinguiſh that ex- 
cellence, and of generoſity to reward it. 8 
But what excellence i is there, in any kind, 


comparable to that in virtue, which raiſes | 
us as much above the brutes, and as near to 
5 ſimilitude of the Divine Nature, as it is 


Now our 
reſolutiohs are e wont £ to be ATE and | 


poſſible for us to be? What are all the ap- 


plauſes or rewards which v we can receive from 
men, in compariſon” of thoſe. which we may. 
K receive 
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is ſuch; that he cannot but be witneſs ter 


b 


tions and diſcouragements that can meet us 
in our way. Exclude God's preſence from 
| the world, and what a miſerable thing muſt 
life be! What real content and fatisfaction 
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receive from God # from God, Wii 


moſt retired virtue; and which, as he cannot 


but duly value, fo will he.not fail abundantly 


to reward. Could we once ſuppoſe God to 
be not every- where preſent, in caſe of any 


very preſſing temptation, whether of terror 
or allurement, whether it ſtrike ohgour fear 


or hope, or what other paſſion ſobver, our 
virtue would be apt to fail us: The pleaſures 


of the world would too much ſoften us; the 


dangers of it too much diſmay us. But now 


when we are conſcious of the preſence of an 


infinitely wiſe, good, and powerful Being; of 
wiſdom, to know our true intereſt; of goodneſs, * 


to intend it z and of power, to effect it; ſurely 


we may go on evenly and ſteadily in the prac- 
tice of our duty, in ſpite of all the tempta- 


could all the n of health and ſtrength, 
friends 
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friends and relations, power | and affluence, 


afford us, when conſidered every moment at 
the mercy of ten thouſand accidents, equally 


beyond our power either to foreſee or prevent? 
But whoever believes a Providence, and lives 
according to that belief, is happy and fecure 


againſt all events whatever. He knows, that 
though infinite dangers ſurround him, yet, if 


it ſo pleaſe God, not one ſhall approach to 
Hurt him: Such a man, and ſuch alone, may 


rationally lay him down in peace, and take 
his reſt; for it is the Lord only that maketh, i 
or that can make, him dwell in ſafety. Such 
an one has a conſtant benefactor at hand, to 


whom he may impart all his wiſhes, his wants, 
and his ſorrows, with an humble confidence, 
that every pious prayer ſhall be granted; every 


reaſonable wiſh be gratified ; every affliction, 


in due time, be removed; or, if continued, 
continued not in wrath, but in mercy ; with 


a due ſupply of the Divine Grace, for his 


comfort here; and a never- failing promiſe of 
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=_ participation of the Divine 6 Glory, _ hi 
| reward hereafter. n e ih 
And now I might appeal to the vicious ; and 
prophane libertines, the ſcoffers of God and 
of all goodneſs, whether they have not their 
fits of melancholy and dejection? whether 
their gaity be not rather forced and ſuperficial, 
than natural and ſubſtantial ; the effects of 
wine and company and therefore apt to fail | 
them then moſt, when they moſt ſtand in 
need of it, in their hours of reflection and | 
h retirement ? It might be aſked them, why, 
under penury, pain, ſickneſs, or any prefling 
calamity whatſoever, they are generally ſo 
mean-ſpirited and daſtardly, ſo reſtleſs and 
impatient, that they are even ready to ſnatch 
nature's work out of her hands, and to turn 
their own executioners ? Is it not too ap- 
parantly from hence, that they have, lived all 
along under a total diſregard of the Divine 
Preſence ; and ſo can now draw no comfort 
from the thoughts of it. In their proſperity, 
they forget God; ang therefore can they take 


no 


* 
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no refuge in Him in their PO Thus, 
too frequently do they end ee days either 
deſpairing or blaſpheming ; wretched i in their 
death; and ſtill more wretched, that er 
death there will be a judgment. 0 
But perſons of this infamous rank are hardly | 
to be met with in ſuch aſſemblies as theſe: 
Wherefore 1 ſhall now profitably'z point my 
diſcourſe to you that are preſent 3 and who, 
by being here, plainly ſhow: your belief of 
God's preſence mor elſe, it were impious 
mockery your being here. 5 
And now, to ſuch of you as live in the 
- notorious practice. of any one or . more ſins, 
(as, alas! where is there a ſociety without 
ſuch?) I would aſk you, how you can recon- 
cile ſuch a courſe with the belief of this ar- 
ticle? For inſtance: Hol incongruous is it 
for any one to aceuſtom himſelf raſhly to 
ſwear by the ſame Gad whom he prays to? 
to prophane the very Being he adores? Can 
he expect God to be a witneſs to his prayers, 
and not to his oaths and curſes too? and that 
* K * thoſe 
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thoſe ſhall be goes and nm theſe in un- 
puniſhed? * 1.664 


As for thoſe of you, if thats are any "th h 


among you, who pretend to a ſtricter. piety 
than others, who have all the form of gödli- 


neſs, without any thing of the power and 


ſubſtance of it; W ſanctified, but in- 


wardly corrupt ; I would aſk you, whether you 
think God capable of being deceived as well 
as men? and that when he is called the 
Searcher of hearts, it is no more than an 
empty title? No; this it is impoſſible you 


can belive of God; if you really believe in 


Him at all, What then can your belief of 
Him ſignify with ſuch an unſuitable prac- 


tice? the one can only ſervs to condemn the 
other, 5197 


In a word then, and to cnt : That 


the belief of God's prefence may have its 


due influence upon us, let us not be content 


with a tranſient reflection upon it now and 
then; but let us inure ourſelves to think of it 


feriouſly and conſtantly ; ; let it never, if poſ- 
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SERMON. VI ug 
ible, be abſent from us; ſo ſhall nothing be 
able either to allure or terrify us from our 
duty, but we ſhall go on evenly and ſecurely 

under the comfortable guidance of God's 
grace in this life, till we paſs into a ſtate of 
everlaſting happineſs in the next ; even to that 
bleſſed place, where our faith ſhall be turned 
into fruition ; where we ſhall ſee God as He 

is; be actually in poſſeſſion of His glorious 

preſence, where there is fulneſs of joy, and 

at whoſe right hand there are pleaſures for 
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5 E U Ty: xxix. 29. © 


9 The « ore things belong unto the Lord our God: 


but thoſe things which are revealed belong 
unto us and our children for ever, that we 
_ 4 ant the words 5 this low. 
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"8 limited are the dase iy man, FOR" 


ft infinite the perfections of God, that there 


will for ever be myſteries in the Deity, which 
the moſt enlarged human underſtanding can 


never comprehend. Both in his word and in 


his works, in his nature and in his providence, . 
there will be difficulties inſuperable to us. 
To find out the Almighty to perfection; to 


be able to know God as he is; we had need 
be as perfect and as knowing as He; that is, 
in other words, be gods ourſelves. To be 
thus myſterious belongs only to God, is his 
peculiar prerogative z nor is it more neceſſary | 
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in nature, that ſo it muſt be, than in in hay 
_ that ſoit ſhould be; nothing being 1 more likely 
than this both to ſecure our humility and His . 


the miniſtration of ſecond cauſes, we ſhould 


the ſame, they would grow familiar; z and 


familiarity is the ready way to (contempt. 
The ſun, in all his glory, is not, by a thou 


ſand times, ſo much regarded, as the ſame 
ſun in an eclipſe; which can be only upon 
this account, that the one happens ſo ſeldom, 
and the other ſo frequent. 


what is plain and obvious to all capacities 
alike, where would then be that variety which 


now ſo admirably adapts them to each capa- 


city in particular? There would then be mill 


indeed for the. weak, but where would there 
be meat for the frong ? What then would 
_ be, either to employ our reaſon, or to 
extreiſe our faith ? ſo that, if there are thoſe, 
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be too apt to reſt in them, without any regard 
to the firſt, Were things to go on always 


Thus again, did 
the Scriptures contain in them nothing but 
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who 2 enough to object againſt the 
Scriptures, becauſe there are ſome things in 
them obſcure, with much more colour might 
they object againſt them, were there nothing 
fo. However, ſeeing that the ;ecrer things are 
affirmed here to belong unto the Lord our. God; 
but theſe. things which are revealed unto uc, 
amongſt which yet, ſince there are ſeveral 
things propoſed to our belief, utterly incon- 
ceivable before they were revealed, and even 
now utterly inexplicable by us, it will be- 
come us to find out a proper criterion, where= # 
by to diſtinguiſh them; to know. what are /be 
ſecret things "which belong to God alone, and 
what are thoſe which belong to ur; and theſe, 
it is clear, from the latter part of my text, 
are ſuch as are plainly revealed in Scripture, 
and have a direct influence upon our practice 
and conſequently whatever are not contained | 
therein, or have no ſuch tendency as hath © : 4 
been mentioned, we have no buſineſs to con- ww 
cern ourſelyes with; to pry into them is to * 
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we ſhall be guilty of, if we nn 1 


either into things' whi N Can wade” no en 
to us, or Which, in their p? on nature, my 
be, or in 
ſecret to us: In Wien e bur 80 

either unpertinent, of vain, 1, ot Ppreſum mir 
can be of no poſlible or fervici Ft may 


prove of infinite 4 Ji God, ot ire ot 


12 - pl 
able injury to our neighbour, and of the m 5 
dangerous conſequence to außen both 155 
and hereafter.” 11, 03 5200009 gaok or 


"7G conſider then this curiolity, with at ; 
to religious matters z and, Anf, i in uch cakes ” 
as can no ways concern us to know, and fo 1 


ö 
muſt our curioſity be impertinent.” We all 


Ty 


know the rebuke which our Saviour. gave St. = 
Peter; Who, after his own death Was fignified 


to him, was inquiſitive to know what would 
become of St. John likewiſe; If I will that 


be tarry till I tome, what i is that to Hye ? follow 


thou me, John xxi. 22. The fame anſwer, : 
in effect, might ſerve to, all that are inquiſi- 


| ire after the ſame manner. What i. is it to theo 


God's Wikdodl dale deſig ned on 


* 4 4 

EEE FITS 3 r SHLD br 5 I er, PP COTE 2. ld > 
8 | TTP e ee ee 8 e 8 ay - DOS CT TT OT IO IFRS CO 
5 ) / nn by eg r neee e I RE ES, 


e Ob aa 
N EEC 


J a . 8 8 af r . 7 
k __ E - a8 Wo 8 2 KY a r 1 n . SEN p: 4 - 1 Du Pa he, 2 
DEE; 1 ret re PIES C Gd ona Te nes i PEA ont : NE ay tn 
OE ner IO OIIIEES f:! EO BEE Nays 2 Cope 


$2 * Wl 


— 


I HOMAS? . 


up 218 2W 3 oY viliug 1 Ii 
how God ſhall ſs of mais o that wan; 
| whether he ſhall b be e happy or miſerable ; 1 live 


11970 


bog or die ſoon ? 5 * It is 19 ſufficient for Fo thee | | 
that thou knoweſt thine on duty; and em- | 8 


199 0 


ployment enough will it be for thee to diſ- 
I charge it as thou oughteſt. To go on ſtill 
from private perſons't to kingdoms; how fool- 
iſh x would it be for us to be perplexing our- 
ſelves about the reaſons why 1 the true religion 
was fo long confined to the angle nation of 
the Jews? why the Goſpel was publiſhed no 
ſooner, and has ſpread; no wider i in the world? 
what laws they are to be tried by, who know | 
not the Goſpel; and how far thoſe, who are 
ſtrangers to the name e of Chriſt, can be par- 
takers of the merits of Chriſt? Theſe, T fay, 
are enquiries not to be gratified z and there- | 
fore not to be indulged. It is ſufficient for 
us, that enjoy the light of the Goſpel, to 
know, that we ought to live as in the light; 
as much excelling others in the practice of 
our duty, as we excel them in the knowledge: 
07 4 . , 
0 "A | | ad 
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of © it; — the meu elvis * 
Thus MAY ge enquiries „ 
| ae ee e e þ and the 
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exact nature of that future ſtate of rewards 
and puniſhments conſequent upon it; whether 


of the other, ſhall particularly 


enough for us, that the things themſelves are 
certain ; that we ſhall all one day be judged, 
and immediately enter upon a ſtate of ever- 


laſting happineſs or miſery: But more than 
this is needleſs for us fo know z and _ 
therefore to enquire. after. 


Thus again: : As to the ſublime doQrites 7 


of Chriſtianity, the 'Trinity, and Incarnation; 
that three diſtinct perſons ſhould ſubſiſt in the 


| fame Divine Nature, and the Divinity and 
humanity be united in one perſon: As to 


cheſe things being ſo, revelation is plain 
and their truth therefore not to be queſtioned: 


But how they ſhould be ſo, is a point of no 
A con- 


there ſhall be a local heaven or hell; and 
wherein the joys of the one, and the miſeries 


. 


1 
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concern to u to know; 4 eee to 
make us at * more virtuous n or ha 


'To ime but one inſtance more : - God 


ching; he otherwiſe eee eee 


Man muſt be free: he could not otherwiſe be 


accountable; ſo that God's eternal foreknow- 
ledge, and man 's liberty, are both equally 
certain. How to reconcile; them together, as 
it may be no eaſy matter for us to do; ſo 
neither would it be of . in we 


cutiendy uſeleſs to us; and ſo, at beſt; is 
impertinent: I ſhall now conſider it as, in 5 
nature of things, incapabable of being ſatis- 
fied; and ſo i is it vain. In the firſt caſe, we 


act more like fools ; but more like hin, 


in the latter. And indeed this is the fate in 
moſt, of the merely ſpeculative points of re- 
ligion, that there is hardly being the one, 


without being the other too. What would 
i 5 5 that 


would. | 1 abt gant 
+I have hitherto e this een as 
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that 1 man "ſeem, the ſhould attempt to count 
all che ſands upon the ſhore, or to hold al 
the ocean in the hollow of his hand? A yet 
more abſurd attempt is it, if poſſible, fo 
finite to'graſp infinite; for man, the being "Y 
a day, to comprehend God, who i is from eter- 
nity to ir. How can we pretend to 
pronounce upon God": I government of the 

world, who know fo ſmall a part of it, and 

even that too ſo very imperfectly ? How can | 
we penetrate into the myſteries of the Divine 


Ns 2 


* 


Nature, when we are ſuch ſtran gers to our 


own; | when even the nature of every thing 


we ſee is ſuch a myſtery to us? Let us firſt 


explain how our fouls and bodies mutually 


operate on each other, and what is the tye 
that holds them together; and then let us 


endeavour to ſhow how the Divinity and hu- 


manity could be united in the perſan of Chriſt. 
Theſe, and all other ſuch ſpeculations as theſe, 
we have now no faculties to conceife ; : They 
may perhaps be revealed to us in the — life; 
but we are incapable of receiving them in 
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N i ons ind therefore not the proper 


objects of it; nor tend they ſo much to en- 


2 1 our ideas, as to confound them. . 


But theſe abſtruſe points are not only duch 
as are, in their own natur e 
us; and ſo i is our curioſity vain: But they are 


alſo ſuch as God, i in his wiſdom, defighed ſhould 

be ſecret to us; and ſo will our curioſity ap- 1 

| pear bold and preſumptuous. : If we look into 
the world, we .ſhall- hardly find an any thing 


more warmly reſented, than an "intemperate | 


| curioſity of prying into. other men' s affairs. 
| Every one will tell you, that his thoughts are 


his own; and that he will ſuffer no man to 


be maſter of his mind but himſelf. Even in 
| common life, and among equals too; this re- 


ſentment i is to be found ; ſo that ſho uld any 


one be diving too far into another 8 breaſt, he 
would deſervedly meet the rebuke of invading | 


an office that does not belong to him. If then 
this uſage is unwarrantable among equals, 3 
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We: | how 
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undiſcoyerable by 5 
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how. much more. muſt it be from ti 
their ſuperiors?. from a ſervant. to his lord, 
a ſubject to his prince? How much mare 

then from man to ae King af Kad 

and Lord of lords! Wy WAA I + vw 6 
| Clouds and darkneſs are ont Gore, 1 oy F 
| for very wiſe reaſons, are, they ſo, ta keep 
the creature at an awful diſtance from the 
Creator; to give us truer notions of our mean» 
neſs, and of His majeſty; to mortify our pride, 
and to exerciſe our faith. And ſhall we then 
do what in us lies to defeat the purpoſes of 
the Almighty ? Shall we dare prophanely 
approach, where he has commanded us to 
ſtand at diſtance and adore ? Shall we enter- 


tain ſo high an opinion of ourſelyes, and ſuch I 


mean. notions of God, as ſtill to follow the 


ſuggeſtions, of the old ſerpent, and affect to 


be gods ourſelves? Shall thoſe very myſteries, 
which were intended as mortifications of our 
pride, become freſh incentives to it, and be 
made the objects of our reaſon, which were 
meant only for the exerciſe of our faith? For 
ſhame! 


i SER N 0 "_ 4 vn. 
"Gin let us not imagine ſo vain a FO 


us never rate counſel together againſt the Lord, 
In be that dwetleth in beuven ſboulu laugh us to 
ſeorn, ig the Lord ſboul bave un in derifion, 
bt be ſhould ſpeak unto us in Bir torarb, and 
ver us in his fore diſpleaſure. Such a preſump- 
tion as this, or nothing elſe, is enough to 
draw down the Diviue vengeance upon us; 
nor, if we conſider what diſhonourable no- 
tions it tends to give us of God, and what 
irreparable injuries it is likely to occaſion our 
neighbour; will it appear at, all ſtrange, if it 
ſhould be attended with the moſt dangerous 
conſequences to en Your here and you 
after. Ig 1 
"Firſt, ſuch a pail ab to give us 
very unworthy notions of God. I believe it 
may be laid down for 4 rule, that as much 
time as is ſpent in the merely ſpeculative 
points, ſo much is taken from the practical 
and more ſubſtantial parts of Chriſtianity; 
and generally too great an attention to the 
former, is apt to breed a contempt of the 
. latter, 
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8 latter, as of things of an inferior tee 
fitted only for lower capaoities: 80 chat · di · 
viding Chriſtianity into matters of bellef ane 
practice, its myſteries and its precepts ſuch 

a man ſhall throw aſide theſe / as beneath his 
notice; and thoſe will he find pon trial, to 


be above his conception. And glow wat 


will be the conſequence of this ꝰ why, having 
no bottom to fix upon, but being toſſed about 
from one abſurdity to another he vill come, ; 

at laſt, to charge his ou inconſiſtencies upon 
the doctrines themſelves 3 to look upon tliem 

as of no ſervice to man, and ſo unworthy of 
God]; the next ſep to . is n, their 


being revealed by Gd. 

Nor do the effects of this preſumption end 
here: Thoſe arrows which we idly aimed at 
the Almighty, do a [great deal of hurt to 
mankind in their fall. III example is of a 
very ſpreading nature; and it is ealy to make 
proſelytes to vice. There is-a\ curioſity to 


know implanted in us all; and the being 


called ſlaves to received opinions, is enough 


* to 
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0 rouſo the love of liberty with us. By this 
means, others are tempted to purſue the ſame 
methods and with the ſame ſucceſs! Thus, 5 
from fixed principles of action, they come to 

float about in endleſs: uncertainties ;| believing 
leſs, and living worſe, every day than another: 
till at laſt, infidelity and immorality carry 
away whole multitudes, in defiance of the 
laws: boch of God and man; and to the 
duale detriment of every thing that is ei- 
| ther //acred-or:crvi/rammongſt us. ie | 
And is it a wonder then that it ſhould bs 
of ſo dangerous a conſequence to ourſelves?) it 
is reaſonable to expect it ſhould, both upon a 
natural and a judicial account. We may per- ; 
plex ourſelves with obſcurities ſo long, til we 
ſhall · perceiue nothing olearly ; as a man may 
confine himſelf to the dark, till the light it- 
ſelf ſhall be painful to him. By puzzling 
ourſelves too much about God's ſecret, will, 
we may become ſtrangers at laſt even to his 
revealed ane d and may diſpute about the great 
myſteries of Chriſtianity, till we begin to 
EL oo 
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doubt of the very fitſt principles 4 all eeliv 
gion, the belief of a God, and « Providence, 

Theſe, I ſay, we may be brought to doubt 

of; but we can never confute: 80 that we 
ſhall ſtill be ſubject to all the enlamities of 
life, at the ſame time that we have nothing 
left to ſupport us under them have all the 
fears, but none of the hopes; 'of future 
ſtate, We ſhall perhaps have thrown aſide 
the comfortable doctrine of the Divine Grace, 
merely becauſe we cannot account for the 
manner in which it is e, and 
have forfeited all claim/ to the benefit of a 
| Redeemer, | becauſe. we cannot comprehend 
the myſterious doctrine of God incarnate, 
Thus ſhall we bring ourſelves into the moſt 
deplorable condition that may be; full of 
doubts and fears while we live; and perhaps 
blaſpheming and deſpairing when we come ta 
die. Alas! this is not the worſt: If we have 
no hopes in Chriſt here, we can have no be- 
nefits from him hereafter, Nothing but mi- 
ſery 
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ſery can then be our PR Þ n e, 
able, and irretriev able. 
I have now pretty 0 dei what 
are the ſecret things which belong unto the Lord; 
and they are ſuch; as whether relating to hie 
nature, his word, or his providence, are either 
what no=ways concern us to know yz or what, 
in our preſent-condition, cannot, of God, in 
his wiſdom, intended h/ not, be known by 
us: S0 that our curioſity. is always idle and 
inperlinent, and generally vain and prgſumptu- 
| ous too; tending greatly to the diſhonour of 
God, and the prejudice of mankind: And 
no wonder therefore if, as well judicially as 
naturally, of the moſt dangerous conſequence. 
to our own intereſt, temporal and eternal. 
It is time that I now proceed to enquire 
what are the things which belong unto us: 
And they are ſuch as are plainly revealed, and 
have a direct influence upon our practice, ac- 
cording to the latter words of the text, bur 
the things which are revealed 2 unte us and. 
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eur abilaren far euer that ue moy/do. n 
words of this l. b 0 1s 6H) 


It is evident from everyupage, almoſtyof , 


Scripture, that God regards not the ſpec 
tive, but the practical, Chr 
count, there ãs no gyiſdom like that of obe- 
diengez no true philoſopby. bud chat af a gs 
life. It is no where ſaid, Happy are ye, i 
ye know theſe. things; but, af he tlg 
things, bappy are ye I ye du tbem, John ib. 1g gy 


Since then a life of holineſs is fo univerſally; 
and wholly our concern, as that tho tendeney; | 


ian. In his ad- 


9 


to this ſend is made the criterion to judge oi | 


all other things by, whether they. belong ta 


us or not.z it will be properi-briefly to ea 


mine ſome of the chief articles of Chriſtia - 


nity by this rule, and ſee how far * are ſub 
ſervient to this deſign. 111 

And to begin with that which denen have 
che leaſt tendency thereto, the docttine of the 
Trinity. Now when we find this,ſo plainly 
revealed in Scripture, -. and therefore novels: 
ſarily true; and yet, how it ſhould be, is ſo 
utterly 
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utterly beyond our power to conceive ; What, 
I fay, can be more effectual than this to caſt 
down all vain ĩmaginations of /our-own wiſ⸗ 
dam I hat more effectual- to Gonvines) uU 
of the ſhortneſs of our capacities and the 
infinite perfections gof the Divine Nature, 
than this, that, be / our attainments in know - 
edge ever ſg great, yet there is an infinite 
fund of knowledge ſtill behind, which it is 

impoſſible: for our moſt enlarged faculties, in 
this life, ever to attain to? gurely this muſt 
teach us never to think of God; but with re- 
verence; nor of ourſelvet) but with the 
greateſt modeſty and diffidencen and vonſo. 
quently the belief of this article will be of 
uſe to morality as _ pride is a vice, and 
humility a virtue. 

Again, as to wats incargitipniy: Haw: two' 
ſuch diſtinct natures as the divine and Hu- 
man could be united together in the ſume 
perſon, were as needleſs as it is impoſſihle for 
us to conceive; but when we find it ſo plainly 
 revealed.in|$cripture that they were ſo united. 
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in Ohriſt, what notions muſt it give us of ſuch | 


an infinite condeſcenſion? We ſurely can never 


think of it as wo ought, but at the ſame time 


we muſt admire and adore it. When we 
conſider farther, that this infinite oondeſven- 


don was for our ſakes and for our advantage 
our hearts muſt needs burn within us; and 
when the fire 16 kindled, our tongues muſt 
ſpeak. This, or nothing elſe, will bind our 


duty upon us, from the nobleſt prineiples of 


love and gratitude. Shall we think the beſt 
requital we can make, too much for ſuch 4 
benefactor? ſhall we think any obedience too 


difficult which he has enjoined us in his law; 
or any office too mean which he has honoured 
by his example? Surely we can do nothing too 
much in return to Him, or to our brethren, 
for his ſake, and upon his account. And 
has the doctrine then of Chriſt's incarnation, 


no reference to a good life? yes, ſurely it 


has, and always muſt have, while there are 


ſuch duties in the world as piety to 2 fag 


4 n to our neighbour. 
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SERMON VII. 155 
Again, as to the ſatisfuction for ſin, which = 
Chriſt made by the ſacrifice» of Himſelf, 
though the particular reaſons thereof may be 
incomprehenſible to us, yet can we ſay the 
doctrine itſelf has no relation to practice? 
What could ſerve to maniſeſt God's hatred to 

fin, and love to the ſinner to diſplay hie 
juſtice and his mercy at the ſame time, ſo 
effectually as this? When we find the ma- 
lignity of ſin to be ſuch, that nothing leſe 
than the blood of the Son of God could ex- 
piate it z what an indignation and abhorrence 
of it muſt this needs raiſe in us! Who, that 
conſiders this as he ought, would venture to 
crucify the Son of God afreſh, by repeating 
it? Again, when we find our Saviour ſo 
willingly ſubmitting to the puniſhment of ſin, 
who was ſo entirely free from the guilt of it; 
ſubmitting to it for our ſakes, and in our 
ſteads ; ſurely we mult be abſolutely ſavage or 
inſenſible, before we can be ungrateful under 
ſuch obligations. It is almoſt impoffible ta 

bee ſo beet and n. an example, without 
_ ade 


. i i 
185 8 ER M 0 N VII. 5 
Aus 1-0 admi — endes 


vouring to copy it. "+561" Cr ttt ies 1 
\ Farther, as to the doctrine of: God's gra 
—Scripture is filent, boch as to the meaſures = 
and manner of its operation; and therefore 
we may preſume they are not needful, if pol | 
ſible, to be known nor too curiouſſy there- 
fore to be pried into. But as to che thing its) | 
ſelf, that God is always ready with ſuch»! 
ſupply of his grace as is wanted, the Sorip- | 
ture is plain, and conſequently our belief of 
it neceſſary. | Noriis our belief! of this article 
at all more neceflary. than it is uſeful; ort 
let a man's afflictions be ever ſo great, or his 
temptations ever ſo preſſing yet let him but 
be actuated by this perſuaſion, and he, will 
maintain his integrity in the midſt of them 
all. This will never ſuffer him to drop His 
hopes, or ſlacken his endeavours, bocauſe he j 

is taught to expect God's help, in proportion 
as he exerts his own; and as he isrſure.of the 
. Divine aid on this condition; ſo is he ſure 
apy that while God i is on his fide, not all the 


3 


S. R MON „ the 
por of darkneſs hall be able donprevll 
againſt him. In ſhort, this Principle will 
not only make him ſuperior to all the calk- 
mities of life, but even to death itſelfy\and 
tt is hard to find any other rational principle 
that will. 0 100 978 vo en Ta Rds e. 
It were eaſy to run over the reſt of the 
articles of che Chriſtian faith and to ſhow 
 howithe belief of them all ſeverally conduces 
to the ſame common end, namely, the ſup- 
| pages: | advancement,” and: perfection of mora- 
lity 3 but that I may not be too tedi ous; 1 | 
ſhall leave theſe for'ths exereiſe of your pri- 
vate thoughts, and haſten to conclude, With 
an inference or two, ſuch as the times parti- 
we r nn and the ſubje@: naturally ſug- 
S bent aft. ut i gi Aimis, 
Firſt, dana; we are from Hence Hearly 
taught how! fooliſ and impious it is to pre- 
tend to be wiſe above what is written; and 
to endeavour to explain thoſe things which 
are, in their own nature, inexplicable; It is 
from this intemperate curioſity of diving into 
1 . the 


ym N 
5s SERMON VIR _ 
the-counſels' of the Almighty; this abfurd 

notion, that human reaſon is the 1 1eaſure of 
all truth, that the Church of Chriſt has been 
infeſted with herefies, from all ages down'to 
this preſent time; and is, at this preſent 
time, perhaps more infeſted,- «than in any age 
before: For when was this principle more 
fondly eſpouſed, or zealouſly maintained, thar 
now? Tell a modern Deiſt, that ſuch a 
ts thing i is revealed by God, 'and therefore to de 


. 


believed; yet this has no weight with him, 
unleſs he himſelf can comprehend it. It 16 
to no purpoſe to ſay, that it is, and was, de- 
ſigned to be above his reaſon; for chat is, ; 
in his account, to be contrary to reaſon. All 
faith paſſes with him for ſuperſtition, and 
every myſtery for an abſurdity; and therefore 
becauſe he cannot ſolve ſome few parts of 
Scripture, he wiſely will admit of none: As 
if there were no knowledge in che Almighty 
which could ſurpaſs human underſtanding © 
or that finite and infinite were the ſame thing. 


” 
o 
50 
{ 
I 
5 
« 
4 
$ 
3 
* 
5 
8 
0 
4 
» 
2 
is 
<4 
2 
TE 
N 
£ 
Gy 
N 
2 
* 
7 
5 
1 
= 
T 
E. * 
5 
2 ar) 
UF: 
2 + 
n 
* 
5. 
2 
. 
5 
*, 
T2 
0 
4 1 
0 
bi 
J 
Oo 
* 
«2 
* 
- 
ar 
1 4 
1 
2 
> 
5 
oY 
72 
— 
2 
= 
8 
* 
8 
ry 
8 
. 
7 
2 
re 
= 
o 
i 
* 
2 
: A 
1 
1 $ 
8 
£ 
* 
4 
* 
I 
5 
Y * 
5 
N 
2 
1 
L 
5 
. 
5 
5 
YN 
5 
8 
I; 
9 
Yo 
7 
qt . 
5 
2 
oe 


K.. 


LB i ee GT, Es 


3 EN Cf 
5 r JO 


1 — 7 "I ef Ne. 1 4 4 4 n p . 7 Y F 3 E ELF. MG OR 7 N - SY. FR q 28 = Pr Pq — 5 w _ 1 __—_ Ss; * 
2 P , P . ̃ . . . . .. . ST SG, 823 F | 


2 


e 


EG noo rnd i ee a Lee SORIA 


2 4 ben for covey e they 
to improve and ſtrengthen every dend wirtus, 


I hope I have, in the courſe of my ſubject, 
ſufficiently proved ; ; and therefore, t6 my laſt. 
inference, by way of caution and reproof, let 
me add one other, by way of exhortation;; 
and that is, that we receive them with all 
imaginable humility and reverence; acquieſce- J 
ing in the bare revelation of the things them 


ſelves, and in thoſe expreſs, terms in which 
they are revealed ; for ſo far only belong they 
unto_us and to our children for ever, as tending 


to make us better able to do all the words of the 
law; but if we go farther than this, we are 
in danger of invading the Divine prerogative, 
and of pryin g into the ſecret things which 
belong only to the Lord our God. Let us not 
: be aſhamed then to ſubmit our reaſon to Him, 
who is infinitely good, and therefore will not 
deceive others ; who is infinitely wiſe, and 
therefore cannot be deceived himſelf, This is 


true policy,. this is true wiſdom ; nay, this 
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parents, that be was born blind g 

eſus anſwered, Neither hath this man 
mr bis parents: but that the works of God © 
_ ſhould be made of in hm. 


ws ' ' . : « 0, 
* pF « N F 


I N the behaviour df the diſciples to the poor 
diſtreſſed man in this paſſage, we have a very 
lively picture of the treatment which the un- 
fortunate: are too apt to meet with; who, as 
if it was not enough for them to be afflicted 
beyond others, have their afflictions often 
embittered by unkind cenſures, and their ca- 
lamities interpreted into judgments. How 
unreaſonable this proceeding is, may be learnt 
from our Saviour's anſwer to the diſciples in 
M this 
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166% SERMON VIII. 
this place, that, neither buthi:thir, man inne 4 | 
nor big parents: but that the works of God ſhould. , 
be n ad, na in Aim; [an anſ wer ih. 
as it ſilenced them, ſo aughtcit:1 Alena d 
ethers that preſuma ta judge l8 che like man- 
not f for if — be fo miſtaken, as u 
knd. they enn n bo no, wander 
does ſometimes indeed Mig fen Aus in ber 
de denied; experience and hiſtory both Wit: 
_ haſſing to the truth af it. To this Was 
plainly owing the deſtruction of the old world 
by the deluge, and of Sodom.) by fire, and 
brimſtone. And. with reſpect 49: nations, 
Which, as ſuch, can be-only puniſhed. in this 
world, both the cauſe and che affect of God's 
anger are many times but too viſible. A man 
muſt be blind, not to ſee God's, judgment | 
upon the whole Jewiſh People a gor can any 
one, who has read the account of our Savi ur: 
death, be at all to ſeek from /whenee.. 2 
judgment aroſe, Nor is it always obſcure, 
wen with regard to 9 perſons, as in tha 
caſe 
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God's vetigeahoe has been too plain poribly 
to be miſtakn where the fin hav beet legi- 
dls, Avg in his Puniſhtnent. But ac to 


enquire; 1 ſhall rat 
 drife'of the places and ſhow;' from our Skbf- 
our's'anſwer here in my text, that we are not 


generally judges whe 


SR M ON vin 
Herod, gow lhe we ber. dem e 
ples no deubt morn bel met with, where 


ations. for ſin, he- 
Aer ep Mfraiey inner hichſelf;* of 
on his poſterity" upon his accbunt, "together N 
me redſons' and juſtice of ſuch a * 
ceeding/ I thalt hot now take upon mers | 
fer conſuls the lee 


n men are thus extrabr- 
dinarlly viſited; and that we certainly "have 
no authority to conclude them Ie, from any 
common calamities of life which they may 
be ſubject to. And this will eaſily be/grantsd} 
hen we ſhall have onſidered tlie fülſendſv Uf 
the Wee fack's judgment proccbde 
2 2K 4120 23 M ODU from; 
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Rem, . datigeron ET ne | 
7 Aran d He Rn W ogy, ech 

E. N. 8 TRA Weird juaahetit 
T. 82 $ de, wt Aer dh Are e 

de e e oi, usb, "a 2s 
lt d hal nothikg WR abit. 1 

Ga bit” En, chat is fete We 0 
esd u ae de l d z 
10 Which, 1 can Cod 6582 rom Sttipturd, 
That affe tons are e bach Certain markt r 
re aſure, 4s cle) are, in "this Gals, BN 
ee e Secondly, *fro in teafoni, That Ml 
Reither ie there any necelfity they mould. 
Kad, thirdh, 5 Thal uch en other better cauſes = 
ol. 2 men's Lal 11 75 be reſolved into! 

e 17500 then, 1 mall Endelburt pro rove; that 
affieions” ate n uch fure Mat of 'Gat's 
Ciiplealure as fuch's ful went ſüppoles tem 
to be ; which if I can make 4% the ole- 
quence built upon that kip ;ofition ind, ” 
bourfe, falf 0 610 8 Now, that they y are 
not, is 1 plain Tom mat | exp bat dern wn 
Js es in "beripture, "his, Heb. li. 
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Of I18 201. is ho | 
moſt „dio, ig. 65 ach 5 2 85 Ty » 
neceſſarily muſt be, Pact, any times withe 
any remarkable, affiction at all dns! thoſe, 
on, the <ontrary, who. are the be W. | men, 15 
whom, therefors ol lore; oft, ure gien 
times, the moſt, affli iced 12 if Ls hag ah * 
epnelufion he refore- Jabs off 58 hat no. r 
e en le e 
a Eecleſ. 1055 "face os 7 4 x Aol 7 56 08 
0 But - beſides: th Of theſe er 35 * ; what UD A 

cloud, o Mitp efſes does 1 Scrip 99 ry Pkg 10035 
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a8. their vigtues 2 1 Look. e Job, (omit 
 dunghill; Joſephs in the. wilderneſq's, can» 
Ae eee eee geonrdadiine fa d. 
be hd triah of cruel, 
 moneaver' of bond and Snap tefonments,; 

were bud WER eee _ 


amples [are- inſufficient, ocanſiders: laſthy. aur 


.: Savioug himſelf, abſolutely; the graateſt ſubs 


[ages Jet mithant fin polio lon on brig? 
Thus you ſee that afflictions ae na! ſuch 
PR of | God's diſpleaſure, as they. are, in 


this caſe; ſuppoſed: nor, Herend. is it noceſ- 
ary. they ſhould s for neither is this life a 
n 10. Lo 85 21 3% 20th 10 ik ſtate 
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ene 1 e eee 
aſlicbed, tormented ; and of owhem «yet iti 
aid, in tha very next words, chat the world 
was nat worthy. Conſider the glorious oom · 
pany of the apoſtles, and the noble army of 
martyrs ; conſider theſe, and then fay, Muſt 
they neceſſarihy be the greateſt ſinnors, who 
are the greateſt ſufferers d. Or, if all theſe ex» 
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ment of Gods jaſtice Hh ah muſt it de 
for any one to pronounce ſentenee heſure th 


fering i s an adequate puni iſhment for fits fot 


STR MON Avi 
een a 

n adlecüntd abril bmt fob Mio Ido 
bees ——— ———— 
n bo us certainly puniſhedas bmi 
ited here j und the greater the fin, the ſore? 
wduld they putiüſfiment be v but üince this 
world is vnly ac ſtatb of prohutiot fot᷑ anothur, 
it is no matter Wäar ſeeming "irregularities 
there may be now. if they ars all ſube ti he 
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} mites with the wicked, eee exerciſed even 


dy of trial, and to venture to cordertin him; 
whom perhaps! Gd, before! the face ef me 
and angels, ſhall acquit ut the luſtaduy 201! | 
But: neitherrare the: greateſt temporal ſuf. 
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VV CO abit either the nature or the ; 
conſequences of fin; muſt needs be at firſt 
amazed how any one ſhould. venture upon the 
commiſſion of it. There is ſo much baſeneſs 
inſeparably attending it, ap that it can never 
be eligible upon its on account; and ſo. 
dreadful are the effects o it, as one would 
think it could never become ſo upon any 
other account whatſoever. | Nothing can ap- 
prove itſelf to the choice of a rational erea - 
ture, but what i is founded on reaſon ; whereas 
fin is abſolutely contrary to reaſon, Nothing 
can be a man's reaſonable aim, but what i is, 
. lome way or other, conducive to his happineſs; 


s 1 1 N 4 : | wu: 
| 9 
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\wherdsifin difuraly red to Kis everifting. 
deſtruQion ; conſequently the judgment muſt 
be impoſed upon, before it can make fo abſurd Y 
a choice. There muſt neceſſarily be ſome arts of 
deceit uſed, to reconcile us to fin; it" muſt 
infinuate itſelf under falſb 6oldhrs; for it could 
never be agreeable in its own. It ſhall be 
the buſineſs then of my preſent diſeourſe, to 
lay open the ſeveral fallacies whereby we are 
brought into fin at firſt, and afterwards con- 
Armed in the habit of it; that ſo being ap» 
priſed of the wiles of Satan, we may, by the 
grace of e be the better enabled to deſtat 
them. 8 SG 31 AY; tt 
| Fi, then, 1 mall conſider thoſs arts _ 
which fin uſually Makes its entrance upon us; 
and the in, of theſe that 1 ſhall mention, is, 
by its, malie on the maſk and ore 
of virtuve. 3777 3 f 
There is ſomething in virtue Tho ot 
to our nature, "ind in vice ſomething ſo con- 
trary to it, as that the eyes of our reaſon muſt 
be ſtrangely blinded indeed, if we do not. 
1 naturally 
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As long 48 there are ſuch things as truth and 


falſhood in the world, ſo. long will truth be 
and falſhood contemptible. Cha- 
ſtity and temperance will for ever be amiable 


luſt and intemperance for ever odious. In 


ſhort, there can be no virtue without its 
beautyz no vice without its deformity and = 
conſequently the firſt muſt be always deſire- 
able, the latter always deteſtable. Such, I 


ſay, muſt the conſequence needs be, while 
we conſider virtue and vice as. they. are in 
themſelves, or as they are contradiſtinguiſhed 3 


the one from the other, But the misfortune. 
is, that as there is no virtue but- what has 


whatever his intention may be, frugality is 
| BR ˖’ 


ſome vice bordering upon it; ſo they are but 


too apt to be confounded. together, and the 


og 
| ig. * 


naturally affect the one, and abhor the other; 8 


one therefore to be mee for the other. 


to be caveros, he doe it not by pleading i in 
behalf of avarice; no, the more effectually 
to compaſs his deſign, he conceals it; and 
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nis theme: And thus, by leading the inan 


* 
* 


by —— to the very extremity of the v etue; | 


oirries him inſenfibly over to the v. et 
is eee And thus the Poor man ſhall 
| perhaps Mill think hümetf but ſag, ng 
after he is grow m monſtr uſly co 

Again, is another of A fro ant " 


diſpoſition?” that may be a handle to lead him 1 
en to profuſeneſs and extravagance. From a 1 


heart always: well inclined ta charity, he may 
be apt too often to be betrayed into dn indiſa 
Fercet exerciſe of it, ſo as neither ſuffigiently 


to conſider the objects that aſk his relief, 


nor the fund from which he is to ſupply 
them; And thus may he injure: himſelf, 
without doing much good to others; and 
in time come to want the very alms he be- 
ſtows. + Nay, it has been ſometimes known, 
that a man, by his ill-conducted bounty, has 
ruined not only himſelf, but his Emily; thoſe 
who had a right to his care and protection 
and fo been led an, ſteß by ſtep, dane a falſe 
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in a his ns} then Gall his zeal for religion; 
if not managed with great cautiony ferve as 4 
ſnare, | in the hands af the t tempter, 1 to tranſport 
him into bigotry and enthuſſaſm. On the 
Fan is another of a colder conſtitution? 
let him beware then, leſt his moderation 15 
in religious matters do not een into 
too co | indifference about. them. 
In Ve, and other the like; caſes, be. 


temptation ſtrikes in with each man's parti- 


cular bent and: conſtitution, and is therefore 5 


the more powerful; it repreſents ſin under 
the appearance of virtue, and is therefore the 


more inſinuating „9 
2. Another way whereby we are deceived 
into ſin, is, by the many popular names and 
notions that prevail in the world; Virtue is 
never ſo happy as t6 have the majority on 


its ſide ; and therefore whoſoever is reſolved 
| ho maintain it, muſt dare to appear now and 
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comes to make emen fame the meaſyfe 


of his actions, it is [impoſſible for him to 
know to what heights of fin and A he 
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then a me ſingular in its defence, He muſt 
be prepared to meet the ſcoffs and 1 4 


of thoſe about him, who will always be ready 


to ridicule the virtues they care not to prac- 


tiſe, and to put à good gloſs and colour on 


whatever vices are in vogue: ſo that ſtill che 


worſe the thing, the better ſhall be the name 


to ſet it off: And therefore if a man once 


may at length be brouglit, | 


For inſtance: There is ſomething in re- 
venge ſo mean, in murder ſomething ſo hor- 


rid, that nature is apt to ſtart at the very 


thoughts or mention of either; and yet, let a 


quick reſentm tment of affronts once paſs in the 
world for, pier ſenſe of honour, and to re- 


venge, them be. rogkone an indication of eou- 
rage, end g Way, will oh be made caſy to 


both, Many a one has been chus tempted 


te, wake a erifice of his life and his con- 


ſcience ; and has aQually proved himſelf 2 
bravo 
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bravo. to God, rather chan he would og w, 
 @pcacd only as a corard by men Mn: 
In tts caſe, as in thoſe mentioned under 
_ ny lathe; you may obſerve, that fin makes 
its firſt advances in the guiſe! and appearance 
f virtue; for undoubtedly a modeſt diffis 
| dence of 'one's ſelf, and a proper deference 
* to the judgment of othens, is a quality highly 

commendable; But' then, however the caſes 
may, as to their riſe and beginning, be pretty | 
much th ſame, they are, in their growth and 
progreſs, very different; for it is no ways 
improbable that a man may be very far gons 
in avarice or profuſtheſs, and the like, before 
| he. is aware of their finfulneſs ; nay, and 
may flatter himſelf that he:i is but exerciſing 
the contrary virtues of frugality or charity. 
But here the crime becomes ſoon too glaring 
to be concealed ; for let people call things bx 
what names they pleaſe;. yet I. dare fi that 
no man ever went about coolly and delibe- 
rately to take away another's life, at the ha- 
zard of his own, upon any pretended. punctilio 
| | of 
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obty but Re was convinced of the-fally = 
. impiety of tlie attempt; and Would! 
vere it not out of a falſe ſhame, andl feari of 

the reproaches of the world, have been heaftily 
glad to decline it; ſo that, in the former in- 
Knees; men may ſin, as it Werg, without 
. ;: but in this, 8 are e t6 
fin directly againſt it bo 2 dai, och 
3» Another way 5 * 1 to bo 

led. into ſin, is, by! too implicitly maleing 
another's) example our rule. Could we find 

a man every way perfect, then indeed ſome - 
thing might be ſaid for it; but, alas J che 

40 wiſeſt too often errs in his judgment; the | 
beſt too often deviates in his practice; ſo that 
of che wiſeſt, you can only ſay, that he Is lefs 
fooliſh z of the beſt; that he is leſs bad than 
other men are. And yet how common is it 

to ſee men do, if not what they arg; perſuaded 

is wrong, yet, at leaſt, what they are dqubtfy} 
whether it be right of no, merely becauſs 
another confeſſedly wiſe and good; man | has 
done it before them. But at this rate, ſcaree 
1 1 any 
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and therefore wHoſoever once ventures upon 
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d, by e to commit alm 


all fins whatſoever. / n 40 436 ib non ne 


4 bt 


4. Another way whereby we are often 
lawful 


what is agreeable: to nature, can never /be 


contrary to religion,” It can hardly be oon- | 
ceived; that God would Rave firſt: framed us 


with appetites fitted to receive plealüre, and 
then have forbid us ef to gratify thöſe u ap. 


niencies' of this Woild, add than \ittofly'f6 


taſle not, handle ot, may bb me Mangülge e of 


either ef reaſom or rellglöh, All the! borty 
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indeed of the lawfalneſs. of this, none but a 
or ne perſons have 
is the other 


way, e a 
uſe of this freedom without any ſcruple, ſo 


they indulge it without any reſtraint, and 


abuſe their legal liberty into a ſinful licen- 


And that liberty is but too apt to be 
and ſin to ſteal in upon us by means of It; ie 


too obvious not to be obſerved ;. and we may 


ſafely refer to every man's 
proof of it, | #5) "1b OY e 

For inſtance, how apt are- our diverſions 
to grow upon us, and inſtead of fil | 


beſt part of our time to themſelves ; to ſerve 


not as ſhort reſpites from buſineſs, but to 


uſurp the place of it, and make it, however 


neceſſary, give way before them ; ſo that but 
in too many, their amuſements come at laſt to 
ſerve inſtead of employments? And even of 
thoſe who do not carry them to ſuch an 
O ex- 
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194 SERMON IX. 
exceſs as this yet are, not they too prone; 
however, to, indulge, them too far „ Do they 


take them,up, but ſeldom, and quit thetn 
ſoon ? ot rather, do not they return. to, them 


toa frequently, and part with them too relue 


tantly d meyer ones; conſidering if. they be 
nt, ſatisfied, that the diyerfions themſalyes 
dent, whether their manger of eng- 
ing them, be ADORE r, nN bort 
vw, Thus 2 for 4¹¹ Man was un- 
doubtedly framed — to ſay there 
fore that he muſt never enjoy it. is abſurd; As 
he has the faculty of reaſo n given to 
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Fe 28 lawful, an 
needful as, eonverfation is, there is nothit 
that. oftener proves. a ſnare to ug, or through 
which, fin finds an caſier admigtance, For 
what. are the ordinary topics of converſation ?. 
is it not too often upon abſent, perſons, whoſe 


names are. introduced purely to be expoſed 15 


as if men had no other way of making them 
ſelves 
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ſelves dppear” virtuous, but hy tle NN 
others as vibicus ut pegsble J and u if they 
thought ſo much taken away from atiother's 
reputation,” Was, In effect em added to 
their own.” 16 it not too much tnade' up of 
groundleſs ſurtülſcs, 'invidious reflection, fly 
{nfliiaticns, dt Tabour6d cilumnies ?' Is there 
ahy, of How eminent a character ſoever, ex- 
empted from this kind of trial, or rather of 
execution? for 'nelther- cum the beſt action 
paſd withbut being traduced; nor the worſt, 
if poffible, without briby'aggtavited: ' Every : 
common flip and infirmity of nature all be 
charged as à wilful trüntg temen; * ny! nd 
the moſt Exalted? virtues themſelves be inter- 
= pteted into crimes, 'as igt from Jome 
1 'wrong principle, or directed to forfie bale end. 
And as ready as too many at to report ahy 
| caluniny, there are others ſtill as ready to te- 
ceive it. And indeed, befides that proncneſs 
in corrupt nature to take things by the worſt 
handle, here is the teſtimony perhaps of one 
whom we converſe with, and probably there- 
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others, without loſing ee our own 
charity: at the fame time. 'T he ge are. wo often, 


they endear their, perſons to us, are apt, to 
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point Ge temperance/.and-ihtempatance : 
meet; to know exactly where! the innocent 
enjoyment ends; and the finful i abuſe of 
it begins: And | to this vice wan | 
ance in particular, as wellias to all! im- 
morality in general, our dompuny, if m_ ö | 


contribute ie being never ſo likely to pro- 


as When we e have-the example of others 0 
keep us in n countenan cee 
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not diſereet in the choioe of it ) is very upt to 


long or s'and our cups beyond m 


F. All the ways I have bitherto mentiened, 
whereby ſin is apt to deceive us, are, by i its con- 


cealing itſelf ſome way or other under the 
name or appbarance of virtue, or of ſome- 
thing at leaſt indifferent and lawful.” Another 


way whereby Satan often enſnares us into his 
ſervice,"is; by 'multiplying-the infirmities of 


nature ron the one Hand, and the difficulties 


of religion' on the other; chdde emboldening 
us to the commiſſion of ſin under the pre- 


tence of the firſt; and excuſing us, under the 


pretence of the latter, in the omiſſion of 
„ 


: FITS 
n 
n 


7 
2 3 n * > FIR * „ IS TY 8 2 n 7 4344 0 77 757 E 2 1 5 7 7 
bl es # : 1 * . ERS ITT * 795 OS rn WET? I n os; B * 3 n 1 <8 cf EN; Ye ar: r - 4x15 © N - E: SES >; 4 
8 * 3% 8 . 1 e . 1 5 e OE th tw YO KG te KDE, WEE I IT II INOS <=. © 5 5 V3". 8.5 P 
N = 9 . NR SID X e . . ME CO IO ENT 19 EC ide DI Ir ne -: «OR OS es Js BS £ : 8 

8 N ; 2 . 3 e . 5 FE „ 7 e ß / . Oe Go Ne ng fn 
— „ 8 2 . 5 5 en . 
0 A : 


8 


RS 
5 
5 


2 r l 
„ 5 * 
8 5 © 8 2 7 
2 9 N # 
r * 8 


od LEST: 2 
. 5 2 3 * N 
. DAY «ade to oo * 
* 3 8 7 
1 A 3 
2 - © * * a a 
= 2 * Fo 50 Wark (1 


SE RN O N. 


our D An thus. we are brought into that 
dangerous notion af any ſins being ſmall, 


_ which yet r they pre- ; 


pare, the way for; greater. c 
of however quick a growth. in 
yet that no more than any t 
tain to maturity at once. A men ill certainly 
2 ee that apf 


y hall quite 
be worn out | reed n 4 thus you 


will ſee a man come, at laſt, to act even the 


moſt horrid crimes with indifference, which 


he could not eyen have thought of at firſt 


without horror. Is thy ſervant a dog, that 
he ſhould do this great thing? ſaid Hazael, 

hen Eliſha firſt told him of the cruelties he 
ſhould afterwards be guilty: of; but notwith- 
ſtanding he was thus ſtartled. at the bare 


mention of them then, yet we find he after- 
wards committed them with little or no. dif- 
O04 N ficulty 
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.And:thus again; is to the difficultics! of 
thein:duty; are ite mot i many! times cm 
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gion only, thatiit contains nn ahingeowhlch 
may ſeamodliſſiulti and 
acquainted withichding veltichgata.titibens 
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others, 
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othernid . 
way by a: alloy d bas aft to sletgoiq off. 
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repentance!» qi nerito foabfurtly as eO 
impiouei / nhat did mot edifimontexpetience 
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paſo aſterururderto i repent}! in dur rt 
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heartily aſhamed and ſorry forhdbingotq is 
as ifa mam ſhould inflict a paifuluuwundꝭon 
his body onlyrtortrycthe oHanoesof a α“jHen: 
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ture as us, that We can, do nothing of 
ourſe _—_— eee. 1 
Gever:therefore-the ſinner may ſtand in need = 
of God's grace, it is certain he gan have little 
reaſon to preſume upon it. Beſides, [what 
ſolly is it ſor a ereature of to · day to depend 
on to- morrow d death may cut off him and 
his hopes together, and immediately conſign 
him, to. the} grave, Where there can be no 
e i tv bg {got ar: fact onitls 
which men {are uſually brought into ſin at 


Anſt mand we eannot but obſerve even from 
hence, when it has once entered intqqus, how 
natural it is to take root and grow up in us. 
But more particularly to lay open the methods 
whereby we come to be hardened in fin, will 
well deſerve a ſeparate diſcourſe. by itſelf. In 
the 
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In the place then, ure we apt to be de- ; 
ceived into fin, "by the 'nitr-velondblitics' e 
often bears ings virtue x "68 into covets | 
frugality men 
— ative Aiberality, and 
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thing that is real, and what is only Winter- 
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that all he virtues art in perfect harmony to- 
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make 'it"dlaſh; with another; chen wüght we 
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the belt men Ak ſtill but men, and thierefbre 
be e 66” farther than ab they ui 
followers of chriſtt thit whit might be pro 
per, and even praiſe- votthy," in“ them \ may 
not be ſo to us, unleſs we 1 N 
of the legality of the action, ar they wert: 
That the bare ſuſpicion of fin will be enough 
to make the ſame thing a fin to u: Which, 
| becauſe they had no doubt about it, Was en- 
tirely- indifferent, and therefore Wa to | 
them. . 

Are we, fburthiy, con „ie how eaſily we 
are betrayed ints fin by an indiſcreet 'uſe”of 
our liberty, whether as to diverſions, cortipany, 
or the enjoyment of the creature? let us then 
uſe them with caution and ſobristy, as our 
recreation only, and not our buſineſs. Let 


us be ſure to indulge none of them too far, i 


particularly with regard to ſuch company or 
diverſions as we know are likely to lay tetnpt- 
ations before us; let us never, if poſſible, 
8 enter 
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tion of our, infirmities heing more, and the 
duties f Meg Berdefe fü ben! arp; by 
which means, we come .to, think fins, vet fo 
 heingus, and to, commit them. with leſs re 
geret; Jet us endeayour to do our duty, con- 
ſcientiouſly, and, ye need not fear but God's 
grace will make it eaſy too, either by ſup- . 
plying us ith, 8 ſtrength, equal to all. our 
temptations, gr by mereifully "OOTY out 
of the way, of. temptations, , ol w 319d 146 
_ Laſtly, with, regard } Led that, notion, of c 

3 after-repontancey. let us abhor it as the = 
fatal of all others; for who can be certain, 
in any ſenſe, of the future ? and who. then 

would be ſo, fooliſh as to place his ſalvation | 
upon an, uncertainty ?. Let us conſider, that 
though we ſhould live to repent, nay, and 
ſhould 
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Having F the ? dee, 
whereby men are uſually 


firſt; I ſhall now- 2 . 1 FP 
of thoſe, by which they nerally- | 1 


hardened in it. And indeed it is but natural 
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penalty, vitbour ay ie x alſo to.the glorigu ] 
-  recompenſe,..annoxed to them g, wege we te 
 eoplider ourſelyæf. as in N fats of frail pature = 
anlye s Without any, feſpect tp.; the, merits of 
oa, Redeemers and; the adiſtangas af his He 
Spirit, ve, might, indeed juMy fear, God's 
preſence i hut, ſo ag, at the fame. time, 90 
under the'ſenſs, of it«,;, But, when —— 

alſo that Gods, mercy is yer, all Hippe : 
that He is infinite. in goydneſq a8 well E 
power 3; both, mighty and willing to, ,, 
when, we ah Ven deſign. of His 
law 85 namely „to make us holy, in order to 12 
make us happy ; hen we gonſider that eter» 
nal reward, if we perform our duty, together, 
with, che aſſiſtance of; His grace to ehable 
us to perform it, and the powerful merit 
and interceſſion of our Saviour te add weight 
and worth to it; then, I ſay, we begin to 
feel i in us that ſound principle of obedience, 
that. true filial reyerence, which is proper 


mixture of love and eure 8 and pennt with 
N 9 the 
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the Joint" Fore@Her 46th / "Whit Bake us 
fearful of bffehällig“ ah GefttCüd of plekiliig 
God, at th fand time; Hel Mak ud IS 
upori "Hihi! gt 46 u hid "nia? ho e 
hate kö ben büt dure Hör Fett büt as bär. 
heavenly Father, Wels theft) WAL Flake 
os approach tn with! adde Indeed 5" büt 
5 Hide? patertel gbodefs will make ut ap< 
picdch Hith WH do gden be tobi: 
| An d'thil Wilt enable us to ſet the diſtinction 
between 4 ſetvile? and's flial'br religioub fear; 
in its true HH För that properly is © fer- 
vite fear, Which" cbilfidets God in his terrörs 
only; as omnipbtent to deſtroy; but not AY 
_ fave; as rig6r6uſly” exacting from us ſuch 
duties as it 18 impofnible for us to perform; F- 
and yet eite putiſhing us, if wre de got 
perform them Wich makes us Apprehend 
Him to be the author of evil, and one who 
delichteth in the miſeries of His creatures, 

and who, as ſuch tlicrefores imüſt be eꝗudliy 
the object of dür terra df averſion} Whith 
i it ertort any Obedience at all, will be ſuch 
* 9 an 
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Withoiit pobdiielsis/a CcfHtradiction in terme 
And therefore this to dive ef Him tbh. 
phernbülly to den) His Nature did pbrfections. 
This 1X6 worthip*Hitn,545 they ſuy the ty. 
and ede the evil; fbr fearbef the miſchief 
Ht Ray de them 20% "worthip-more ſultbe 
to thE malice uf hellt "thi to either mb 
werey of majeſty of hes en!” But ändeed dhe | 
_ ti6re Hatoral effect of "this fervile Tear] ig . 
Make ab Shade Und deſperatè f às thinking 
it impoſſible fo? us to phaſe Gd, andithers- 
fore never to attempt it. 169t 10 il nig 
Hut not religions fear is built ap a fert 
Tenſe 6f all Güd's attributes; and therdfte, - 
 thotigh'the'afſibiy'6f fear. as I hoted befbfe. 
Had Hways'evil for its object; and everkaſting 
| puniſhment, as the greateſt evil, muſt; in all 
tenon be the object of thie greateſt tar; 
pet religion teaches us, that God is but tie 
inflictor of it, and oty ſin the only cauſe and 
authör ef it ; 699) thie"therefire the proper 
j N DE object 
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| violation denn ——— ig fi | 
_ more Milling aha yup hauld-obey them, 
ccordingly,:by\3ll paſſible-rawards, 39 en- 
 couraging our obedience; 40 n gr. 4 
gious fear, or fear when properly ex : ; 
towards God. mae pte His favour and 
diſpleaſure, and binds: cur duty upon us by 
the united influence of both. making Bocas - 
to ſerve the Lord noith,feer » ſo fu rcjaice in Hin 
7th reverence tao. £512 ones Hn>meſtinng 
” But here perhaps it; may be; urged. what Y 
then ſhall;we ſay / of many. poor wrotches, 
ho profeſs to fear God, from a ſenſe of His 
Tengratige only? Are all ſuch immediately to 
N 8 oP 4. | be 
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eee wich, wann | 
while, may grow as bright anfffa= ; 
neten lag <aiwahbfach s-dilieanddr 
between them casbetweencacitres aro ateufult 
growth, and one juſt planted ich; though 
weak anf naked at; ther pveſentꝭo may yet, yin! 
duestima by proper culture and the kind 
influence of heaven become as vigorous, (h 
fidurithing, and as fruitfub as he other. 10-155! 
- Fon:toiftate/the:oaſci: Has the perſon gu 
thus frars God, ved hitherto in open def: 
ance of Him and: Mig laws? [What priticiple! 
them in nature can lay bold on Am, undeßs ; 
 fagn:d6qs?»Snok bore judgeynot! by hi- = 
ſad; but his appetites i which deing@epraye! | 
byrtheir long | farhiliarity witli ing can. 
nei reliſh for — beſides it: All argus 
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een Alas Gaſt, the. — 
rengeanoe, pros bc PN ang ; 


gate Ganda ncht 488. 8 

do but perſuade:him tocherkchis taff unůſ˙ 
confider, thy haut therffelct ij whichoby nature: 
they weres meant; ftoqh aue ; ui heavihes now: 


ſtops. his! fins from the dtndꝭ of puniſtment 
only, may ag — Ian | 


— conftiens! | 
tious diſchargr/of allreligibheb datiert 40 95s 
_ _ - $6«thatrtherfeariwhich thus ſeizes the ſin- 
ne at firſt; thonglnovimived that compbeatly 
religious feanit(els; is yet vgood / ſteptoutrds 
it, andi a neceſſiry / introd lictidn gtwliti md 
n different from thatiiſtrvilꝰ one, ſuhich 
be- 


of neee ervite fear 
ſuch influence at alli being ſuch an one 
devils themſelves are ſaid to have, who bhelie 

and tremble, eee 
5805 ſing notwithſtandingyit >| rcd e 
And now, from what has been ſaid, i(1 
| ſhould hope ſomething might be drawn for 

the comfort of thoſe well - meaning, but me- 
lancholy, perſons, who! are apt to judge of 
themſelves more ſeverely than they ought, 
and to pronounce a ſentence in God's namt, 
but without his authority, | equally / injurious 
both to His honour, and their own peace! 
For as one great reaſon of the: anristylhft 
miſtaken notion of fear in general, or the fear 
of God in particular; ſo one would think 
nothing more need be requiſite than to rectify 
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| their-notions in theſe poi ant A/ byte! 
moving tlie Cuuſdp ce ro tlie effect wich iti 
As to the ar rulnbſ af the-patſions cthenis 
ſelroe / no 208671] 'ſuppoſepdwill imaketiany 
doubt; I am ſure, if he conſults. Soripeure: 
he cannot: They are neceſlaryi parta if our 
nature, and inf} needs therefore be good; ab 
eoming from God 5! goon themfelvts 3 an 
then only vicious when they go beyond? tea 
ſon, which they were made to follow They 
all have each their Proper aiſe; and the“ uſe 
of fear asd ſait before in by giving ust 
quick ſenſo of vur dunget rto make u oH 
ſult our ſufetys and chem it does vthiszot 
IT the end for whioh! nature deſigned it. 
„ man is a creature made up of foul 

body; and the darigers that affect the 
_ of theſt art but temporal wheteas + 
thoſe of the former art Sternab; we -ought 
certainly to guard againſt theſsomotbic/tind 
conſequently, if the paſſionioſ fear ib mere 
fary and lauful in general ãn the affair cf 
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the mor Abbep able it Wit be Pöt Göckha 
| ſo Ciofely threrwsver' but tary dhd dür telt 
together, that it is aloft impöffibie fbi 
_ entirely dtünterefted 1646 ; important u 
and le üs BARE? fo often prefted ü 
ay ol” U, "thine "Of ety voy Mt 
we may be ſure it is bile retsktable in us 
attehd to it. Rewards Feet puniſhinents Aue 
purpoſely annered to God's ls, Acker & 
allure or to tetrify us into ür Wilty'; WIE 
if we conſcientiou ly betta. e pril 
eiple it may arife from, it Will & ertainly UW 
title us to "the retard àmmereä We fe? "We ö 
whether we ferve Gdd originally from our 
hopes, or our fears; Telf.intereft I is equally the the 
motive in both caleb; and is equally 4 See 
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| frm heide tha) PP? da en, aten, out 
fear; let. it he wemembeted., that./the fam 
| Scriptures, enjoin/us to fear God too. And : 
undoubtedly, in a ſtate of temptation as chis | 
world is, even the beſt of men, as being 
liable to ſin. muſt, in ſome meaſure, be ap- 
probenſity;of the puniſhment due to it; for 
wherever there i is danger, there muſt be fear; 
5 and the one ought always to bear a proportion 
to the, ther 80 that perfect love is not to 
be expected. hots in a, ſtate of perfection; ; it 
is what it may very well become us to aſpire 
after as much as poſſible here; but what we 
moſt not hope wholly to attain till hereafter ; 
when we may love God without fear, as being 
ſecured i in our enjoyment of Him beyond the 
reach or poſſibility of danger. _ 
Y In a word, fear is perhaps the only 1 prin- 
ciple in nature an can reclaim a very bad 
man 3 
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man; and itimay ſometimes, Nays: and often 
does, purſus very good amen too, being 4 
part pf thtin conſtitution i in qyhichiſcaſe it i 
an inſumity, not ſauſine and to / be pitied 
therefore, -and. not jpondemned. io Let ſuch 
men therefore, inſtead of perplexing them - 
ſelves ahout tho natute of their fear. examine 
into the effects of it; which, ifiit malen them 
ſerve God to the utmoſt of their power, is, 
certainly, let them call it by what names they 
pleaſe, a truly nigh fear, and ſuch'as nm 
will accept and reward. 1453.48 
Doubtleſs religion is apt to inſpire che'min 
with joy, and to give a certain peace and con- 
fidence, which nothing elſe can; but, in per- 
ſons of a melancholy caſt, this is an effect, 
how much ſoever to be wiſhed, not always to 
be expected. It is what, if it pleaſe God, 
He may confer as a bleſſing; but not what 
He will exact from them as a duty. if 
Let them therefore act true to this prin- 
ciple, which nature has implanted in them; 


let them fo fear God, as to ſerve Him too; 
and 
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ad then may they reſt uſſured that their 
n however imperfoct, obedience will 
not fail of belng gractouſiyiuuteptedt and m. 
dune rewarded} through the - therits" and 
mediation of - Jeſus Chriſt, ton bus „1011940. 
| Who, wich che Fächer aße the Holy Ghoſt, - 
 liveth and veignetfr ever ond! God; World 
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as that, perhaps, from the — ages, down. 
to this preſent time, thete has ſcarce been 
any nation entirely without it. Men have 
had indeed various names for Him, and very 
different conceptions about Him; but ſtill, 
as to the thing itſelf; that there is ſome ſupe- 
rior and inviſible Being, which we call God, 
there ſeems to have been a general and almoſt 
univerſal agreement. This diverſity of opir 
nions, as to the nature of God, hath. pro- 
duced near as great a diverſity in the manner 
of worſhipping Him; but whatever different 
forms of e may have prevailed among 
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throw aſide religion which 50 indged the one 


thing needful,' as the only thing ſupetifiuous; 
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chis purpoſe chan there ine, dhe 


wants und nereſſities of life could hardly be 


ſupplied: Neither would the fields-haveuheit 


due culture nor buſineſs its proper diſpatch: 
But nv has thb poor a tin ta lea his 
ciſe his trail 
and every one to anſwer his reſpective calling 


At tlie fame time: chou feaſonably. does: this 


day ſtill return upon us, to keep the ſenſe. of 


gr ge re of att; mate 
kid, namely wit ane mind and one mbuthy 
to glorify Od even the Father of dur Lori 
Jeſus Ohriſt. nit is- this thatonaintains the 
public;-and/ſolemn worſhip of God. and the 
viſible! profeflion of Chriſtianity in the ward 
fince,::however::Chriſtiaag differ us toter 
points. yet in thia they aral found all ta agree, 
mhm mo 
ſurrectiqm. It dg thib, y, cor nothing vl˙.. 
that muſti preſerveß not onlylthe name and 
| ſace.of religion, but the rvery(life..and/ſpirit 
of it too And now.) if religions: ur the true 
knouledge God. i, af the greateſt impar- 
tance tu mankind 1 las dn ſuch a ooigrega» 
tion as this, I hope, A maνů takes it for / granted 
to be) can there -be-a hetttr argument to 
prove ho excelloney and advantage of the 
neee is abſolutoly 
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duty; and to encou e is influence It 
and example, to the practice of it. Particu- 


d high and laws rich and poor, one with | 


ano- 
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andther/\oughtalbacfre went tlie gabe 


ſeinb kes there to worſhip! e : 
_ of kiolineſs. This] bb igatier 
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from = Thar Gee ame might be pubheliy 
| honoured, and the true relitzioa openly 
feſſed were the geRief reaſons\ for uu bahg 
re WARE ene ber 
. careful bee from alt the nk tend. 
o nd office of life, and ti ofbür üg e 
prayers and his'praiſes at home; that TE ua 
cent j Gue's houſs'is certuinly tlie imbſt pr: 
per TR Ed e 
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lest undone ; the chief ae f de 
tion is untinſieredy and. cotifequetitly th 
moſt eminent advantages propoſed by in 
do Hing muſt bo forfelted . Te c have no 
rigiit to expect Al bleffing) either upun his" 


pern or pititauk affaire: b eee 
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iaſtitution; is/cnough»10-bring down: Gad's 
| & to make bim mi. 
ſerable both here-amd\heecafter( 1” Aanilord en 
Nor will thiq-ateall-ſonm ſttange, when! wo 
ſhall have, cenddered,04n ther „lee the 
W eee we much greater 


ag it. 1 8005 tis „ batons ; 


diſpleaſura uon him, 


A to che ifa, To. lg che paying 
God ſo caſy a cttibu 


obligations x1; 3k; that} mauſt-! neceſſarily imply 


the. ſame thing And now, Nh i there, 


that but hears .the.name: of ingratitude, and 
n rant deteſtit (1 Oonſider it 


does not conde 
kan with regard to men and ie there a erime 
more odious: in itſolf, bor more hartfal to ſo- 


| ciety,) than his q Every;handfit thet ave te · 
ceive, naturally binds-1181 $0} an equal eniin, 


where we are able to eit: 1 
eee 


one day out af ſahen, 
5 muſt/ at lenſti imply a furgetfulneſi of bur 


ingt atitude o- Nay, wich! deſpoct to benefits 
received, totforgatsand to be urigratefu-ace | 
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day. of idlepeſs, gaming, intemperance, -an 
che like d If FL au thi 
ze to. defy Him. This is not only not to 

comply with. His commands, but actually to 
oppoſe them bot. ly negligence, but wil- 
ful diſobedience not ingrajitade | only. but 
dowaright: rebellion. VIib: 23} Fatt t a 
The prophangtion of eee 
1s but too viſible God grant, that its effects 
may not ſoon be hut toa deplorable. It is cer 
min thst, without religion; we, can have no 
right to the protection e f heaven; and that, 
\4 without, that, all othet protection muſt; he 
vain. Men may be falſe; at beſt, ate bout 
weak: And ſo, in the ſirſt oaſe, may not be 

heart ;-in the other, not able, to defend us 
But God alone is infinitely. good and, power« 
; ful; and therefore, if we act but faithfully. to 
Him, He is both mighty and willing to ſave. 
Rut what right have we to plead For this 
protection can we, pretend a zeal | for. God, 
and yet be backward-to ape in His ance 
wary.?, Can. eee to che power. of god- 


TEIN 2 | lineſs, 


* 4 4 


Livin M © N. XII. bop 
lineſss without having ſo much as the form 
of it? — 
— are ſo little frequeutod, is but too 
a proof, that piety is ſenſibly decayed 
pa ue and, oh t chat our preſent dan» 
ger may quicker and revive it / if it does 
t. and that ſpeedily too we have too much 
reaſon. to feat; that God II give ns up as « 
den Wess e680 for che abuſe of 
His merciet too juſtly deprioe us of the uſe 
of them! We (hall then grow! ſerious i but: 
alas! «tbo late Vr what will it avail thett to 
wiſh' for TT we have loſt | 


when we art eee eution, 
or dragging under the yoke of enen _ 
n power'® e * 1 91011 u 22468 
Let us then,; for the ſake of dane a 

families, and out country, as we ever hope 
for a bleſſing on us and our poſterity; let us, 
I ſay, be careful and conſcientious in obſerv= 
* Preached during the time of &lift rebellion, G41 
WE 9 


zob $E R Mo N XII. ple 


* 


ing che 1. rd' = ay ourſelves, and in enf en nforcing 


its obfervation on thoſe about us. Let us, 
this day above all;\be Cher par 1 our lives, 
and holy! in our converſations 3 devoutly me- 
ditsting on God's word, 'Hidlabrks, and His 
prvvideuve; conſtuntly praifingHim in private 
and in public; at home, and in the\congre- 
gation. O let us ever, on this e 
God's houſe 3 and never, When invited, neg- 
le his 50% rable."" This is properly t6 thi 
_ the Sabbath'a fon between God: and: us aan 
"indeed to acknowledge f Jehovah to be our 

God! Thus may we piouſly traſt; 4 8. 
ſame Power which created; will infallibly ir 
dem us; and be our ſureſt defence in this 
lee, as wel as make us immortally happy in 


chat which f is to come. „e d 0 «918 9000 
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217 1[1y0v5b- : 2aoifftovrnod; hq ent ior hos 
bz La ii 4 no Iniis lid 
2 de followers) gather oof men and 
- mark ther, which-wolk . 105 ei wv us foe 
en enſamplel 21th no 0 211 101 0 8 aohsg | 
gon borivnot node. vonn bitt BED had 
H UM ANjonature (never. yet exhibited a 
compleat pattern of virtue; but in one, vis. 
our Saviour gowns | ab the ſame time, was: 
poſſeſſed: of the Divine nature too. Many 
indeed haue ibten reputed righteous; and, in 
the merciſub language of the Goſpel, ſome. 
have been ſtiled ſos When yet, in reality. : 
none are, or can be, good, but hylcompari«' 
fon; and he is the beſt man, whoſe faults are 
the feweſt, There is no ſuch thing as per- 
fection in this world; even the ſun has its 
ſpots, and. the faireſt virtue its blemiſhes. As 
therefore there i is no man abſolutely good, ſo 
conſequently i 1s no man abſolutely to be imi- 
1 3 1 | tated. 
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ated! Tlesereri nee the Scripturdy/ in this 


F 


and ſeveral other paffages, ſets the exam ples 


of eminent men befofe us, as patterns for us 
te walk by, 1 Hope I hall not be thought 
to mifemploy your Une White « offer te yon 
ſuch rules ab ſeem neceſſuty fer 'our {ery wing 
them aright ! and endeavouf to ew, What 
is the proper uſe to be made of them, ug well 
in thoſe things wherein we are netz ab d 
thoſe Wherein ir # our duty to imitate them 
Vu then, we certainly are not to cohy 
4 — their au,], 
The Scripture, Ake a faithful nürkbr, e. 
brew men as they are, without concealing X 
either the merits of ſome of the wotſt of 
men, or the faſlings of the very beſt! The 
characters indeed are found there, as in ether 
writing! to ran pretty much in general 
terms; ſo that thoſe Whoſe ee are pre- 
dominant, Hottvithſtanding ſotne good actions, 
are denominated wicked; while thoſe, on the 
contrary, the tenor ef whole life is good, 
F HOW ee ſane W or even Notorious | 
er. * ot. 5 tranſ⸗ 
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tranſgreſlions, re yet rankod amongſt he 


: 2 das n .. 


in \ thoſe 10 the 0 1 " 
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cial himy-of-Dapid, LAG 
man after God's, n heart; of — 
that he Was the, wiſeſt of the — es of : 
mem 2 And vet, we read of the drunk neſs 
of the firſts of the adultery; and murder of | 
the ſecondʒ of the ſenſuality and idolatey of £ 
the third. And can we. think, chat their Ie 
many excellent virtues. were ſufficient to nee 
_ ify theſe faulcrimes? and that, becauſe they 
were ſo eminent in "other. points, they were 
therefore juſtifiable, in theſe ? No, ſurely: : 
and therefore, if neither could they. he quſti- 
hed in the practice of them then certainly | 
neither can eee in the, imitation 
of them. AS ofa i wales 127 Hof 31 | 
As we eee not 10 imitates the, beſt of men 
in their ſins, i» either is it ſafe for us to 
11 27 ; follow 
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— — 3 
or lapprobation ficed upon -themy have leſt 
much rm for diſputes among the learned 
whether they art juſtiñable or Hot. Nit 
ve are not to imagine that the Scripturets 
which are every where ſo fulliofithe-clearaſt! 
precepts for us to walk by, ſhould leave us 
to the guidance of fuch:doubrfub examples. 
Nor aro we always to ũmitate thoſe e 
| nee eren commended-in Scimps 
ture j for either the bomm maybe 
partiaiciand iſo neoeſſarily ought our Ames, 
to de too; or the action may be too cru. 
wry to. ſerve as a rule for common lie 
M ente ne eee 03 eee eon On 
on. | | Far 
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 Forcinſtanoes -Whencthd abjuſtfaward) in 
he Goſpel is. commended; drotuſorbe: did 
. , mut — 401 his: 
prudences:,ohly diss heo dammended | 
to that only it he rack Initiating fo0mE) 
extend: the commentdatich any; fagthar, e 
extend it farther; thanc either out Savidurinti 
tendedꝭ or than ceafomoandci8cri ture will. 
bear. Would uv therefore. make ii ſuch : au 
uſe of the parable as we ought- eo ſhouldo 
not be more careful torohſter va the: ſtew varia 
prudence, thato we lun Il it. thai: hie- 
injuſtide, that: we may gantidbit. Again 
Phinehas's ztal Hin difpatohing>»Zimricianib 
Coſbi, was undoubtedly meritoriousꝝ the pi 
Tit of God himſelf beating witneſs: 0 it, in 
theſe words of the Plalmiſt, » Bhatuuit: ua 
counted unto him-for-righteoufne/s! unta all gtnen 
rations for evermores Pſal. ovi. 31 N. ante) | 
the zeal: that Phinehas ſhavad- tin ithia for! 
God's honour, that doubileſo deſerves: and; 
even demande, our imitstians but that will, 
by no means ſerve to juſtify any other man, 
16 1 5 how- 


draw the ſword of juſtices s he, did if he 


any other magiſtrate to puniſni cximinals in an 


degree. If — many yet/thar 
can never authorize any other private man to 


extrajudicial Ways and to execute them he: 
fore they are legally condemned. In, ſhort 
as we ſind by the; context, that, hat- Phi- 
nehas did, Was byf virtue of a ſpeeial com- 
mand, given by God to Moſes at hat ver 


time; ſo no man can be warranted: to do the 


like action, till 50 can e the like au- 
thority for ĩt. 0 N iG N 15H 
It ſeems to eee vids the ſame; zeal 
his God's hongur that actuated the prophet 
Elijah, Whemehe prayed for fire down from 
heaven upon the. captains and tiikir companies 
and God ſufficiently, approved his zeal; for 
his prayers: were heard, and the fire came 
and conſumed them. Howvyer, God's appro- 


batipn of: this in a Was, not enough 0 
make 


1093 
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make it a precedent for others ; for we find} = 


1 


when James and John after wurde were for 
having the ſame power exerted, upon much 
the ſame oceafion thut our! Saviour rebuked 
them in/theſs words, I Leb not whit an 
ner of ſpirit ye are of} for" re. Son of mus it nor 
come to defrvy men lives but 7 aue tbem, 
Luke, ix. 36 The Goſpel/ it ſeems, was 
like its Author, of meek and mereiful ſpi- 
rit ; and was therefore" not to be maintained 
but by meek and merciful means. There are 
many other inſtances reborded of ' God! s wor- 
_ thies, which being done by virtue of a pür- 
ticular impulſe or command from God, were 
therefore meritorious in them, but by no 
means to be copied by others, without che 
fame Divine warrant as they had. 
Many of theſe inſtances mentioned; and 
many more thit might be mentioned, are of 
too extraordinary a nature to ſerve as direo- 
tions in ordinary caſes ; and others are ſo 
mixed and complicated, as that we can never 
be too cautious in applyig erm. Their 
e com- 


i 
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qommendation hy — gs 


terms and yet be. meant! very: 


particularly Tihe/main:ſybſtance * Ale 
tion may ſometimes;be bad, ond ot be cons 


mended|for the good principle, from which, 
ite prucecded ; at other titnes,:the action may 
be praiſod only fbr the good effect ich it 


produced u Whereſore we cannot be too cdus' 


tlous q in i ſevoring the good from the bad; a 


N well ao avdid the one: as to fullom the other. 
Inn Nord, uin abe particulan fes, we o 
never ſafely. mae another mans action our 


rule till e can make our cincumſtanees 66s! 


adtly tho ſame· with his to 2120101914 D 
Tho examples of good men, notwithſtand i 
ing, even 'in:thoſecthings\ wherein they: ate; 


not tocbe followed, nay in thoſe very thing 1 
wherein dhey-eught:t 0! be condemned. / 


yet prove ver muth to our adyintage How! 


they; may, bindorawinſtances, has been ſloed 
alrcady, namely i lif we pick out thoſe pantin 


| which are certainly / good, from thoſe.: Mir 
are but probably ot and ſo cultivate the fo 
ol \ | * 


S ER MON RXIV E a 
holy "zeal and af «tions \whicw:they>hady 
dannen re not to xxeſeiſe hem always 
to the ſaine-degreey!agitheyodil. But farthorg 
when we read of the lapſes of tt groateſt 
and beſt of men ſueh as O Davidꝭ in tlie nut- 
ter of Uriah; and of Sto Peter, inthedenj al 
of his Lord and {Maſterly theſe und other 
ſuch inſtances us theſes" mν̃ ονν Vince ud of] 
the frailty vf human nature: and check ll 
fooliſh preſumptions that may uriſo in us/lof 
our own ſelf-· ſufficienty or ſecurityi Theſe! | 
conſiderations muſt: ſurel teachrus/ not to bo 
high- minded but fear und to enforde upd : 
us the uſefulneſs of that advice of St. PM 
wherefore lere hin; rbat tbinterb b fandeth, 
take heed; lefÞ- bei fall. 1 Qord i112 | HBV n 
And as theſe may ſerue to warn us of our 
danger, ſo do they naturally: ecite our vau⁰ 
tion and yigilance too that if we quid 
avoid the ſame fn, ve ſhouldd avoid. the ſame 
temptations ; that we Ahould-neither betray: 
ourſelves into [Satan's power by our negli · 
gence, as did D avid nor by our rafhneſs; as- 
"vl: did 


418 S'B'R M © N XIV. 
did st. Peter- Thus we lee thoſs examples 
in Seripture of holy men even in che worſt 
part of them, their failings and 'miſcatriages, 
are yet of excellent uſe, when' righely ap- 
plied / ſerving, like thoſe monument of 
vrrecks ſrattered up and down the ſes, to 
ſhow us the rocks, on which pthers have 
ſplit ! that ſo their perils may become the 
——— (G02 04 n WORD) 
But it is time that we nw: go on, inthe 
faced place, to conſider the more imme- 
diate and ae e eee 
things wherein it is our duty tot imitate 
them, as it certainly is, wherever the las 
enjoins our obedience i in which caſs the ld 
does not more ſtrengthen he example, than 
the example illuſtrates the law. We ſhould 
imitate them then in their faith, their fear, 
and their love of God: place the ſume wei- 
ance upon His promiſes, the ſame: hopes in 
His mercy,” and the ſame confidence in Hu 
protection; we ſhould be ready, withs them, 
to ſubmit our wille to His; chearfully to do 
b hat- 


SER M ON XIV, 349 
whatever He ſhall, command. and contentedly 
to ſuffer whatever He ſhallinflicts. we; ſhould 
have the ſame religiqus draad df offending 
Him by our fi and, if e have at any 
time offended Him, the ſame eagen deſite of 
being recondiled again, by, an hearty and N 
ſpeedy repentance. 10 e e n Wolle 
Wich regard / to our neighbour, e ſhould 

endeavour not to come behiui the moſt emi- 
nent of the ſaints, eithef in our juſties or. 
charity 3 forbearing todo even the leaſt ins 
jury to:any;|candywillingito do the beſt offices 
we can to all nay even where we have te- 

ctived an injury aurſelves, . return. ĩt gene - 
rally with pity or forgivendſs, but e 
| never with revenge. Anett ent th lg 
With relation to qurſelves, an 
of them to get, if poſſihle, am ahſolute com · 
mand oyer our paſſioua s ſo us that, whatever 
our circumſtances de- condligiond ioh kiſs way 
be, we may behave ourſelves in ally 
neither inſolent in the; higheſt, nardejected 
in the loweſt: W 


words, 


80 pure and me 


blood, and according to 
refore, very difficult- 


, 


nothing, i is. more. 


wand .them impe { the 

impoſſible, is the. r wa way. to, wake them 
.o. It muſt de cramp our endeavours,. 
imagine, that's our endeavours will prove 
fectual; 


- 


\ ; 
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— in 
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atlo no aby* . 0 
our fears; that may eith 


ke _ 


or terrify us from our mags what I 
reliſted by may good ank boy men Before 
us, and which therefore my — by us 


too, if we Will but uſe" tae „ien Ur 
reſiſtance as "they did 7 Pune ut 44 
* Thus, Let fl erm ple bs hoer 8/Provith 
yet let us not pretend to lay, ae 1 annot 
be withſtood ; for hot did n An 
innocence in che midſt of 4 Mfge ind nies 
rous city, wherein were fcaite tert rip! Weste 
men beſides kimfale F an 48 0 mf tha” 
how did Neat renidin alk moſt lone” by 


v 
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whilſt all the world "ow infected abou 
Can we id e ever - Saas | 
gerous;'! had when backed with intereſt; 
| honour, and authority ? chan when» inſinuat- 
ing itſelf under the luxury, and ſet off with 
all the ſplendour of a court ꝰ and yet in thit 
dreſs did it appear to Aer; but he fa 
through its deformity, and deteſted it uni. 
1 ing to be called the fon of iPharaoh's daughter; 

_ choofing rather to ifaffer afflition. with the people 

of God, than-to enjoy the pleaſures: of \ fin forts 
| fſeafon ; and ttetming -thei"reprodeh ofi"Cbrit 
greater 'riches 2har' * OY of Egypt, Heb: 
Bi 1% 15, 16. e eee e e 
Perhaps * no paſſiùn more impatient 
to be gratified; or more hard to be quelled, 
than that of revenge, eie | where the 
injury is great, and the injurer ſtill has ĩt in 
his power to repeat it, and there is all the 
reaſon beſides to think, that he will 30 in 
vrhich caſe, it ſeems defenſible on the prin- 


ciple :of — and n 
| | that 


2 
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that ſhould" negledt it, would be thought, by 
many, to ſeem wanting, in point of. juſtice, 
to himſelf. Andtyet how did David act, in 
theſe very circumſtances, towards Saul, his 
mercileſs enemy? Why he οrned to take re- 
venge on his enemy, though he might have 
done it withofafetyy: nay, though his ſafety 
ſeemed to require him to doqit; and thougi 
he might have 1gratified his ambition with a 
crown at the ſamè time. XN 6 v8 n 
Can we protend that poverty, reproach, and 
perſecution are butthens upon nov aααοον,”“t to 
de borne, wheny yet we readdof thoſe, who: 
having. nothing, yet reckoned.\themſelvesas: 
poſſeſſing all things; of thoſe, who gloried in 
their ſhame; of others, who dere torrured, not 
accepting the deliverance s and of others Milly 
who not only ſubmitted to death contentedly, 
but even met it chearfuliyꝝ mot: only: patient . 
ſufferers for religion, but willing martyrs for 
it too? 1444 of ein nit 03 eShilad 0189˙ 
And in this particular, namely, to evinte 
the . our duty, che examples of 
* 3 good 


'can be given. Our 8 Stviour's. is undeab: dly 
the only compleat pattern 6 nor are we to be 
followers of even the beſt of men, any far· 


But 1 anne | * 
pleaſed to familiarize his example to us by 
aſſumihg our nature, yet we ſhould be apt, 
vrhenever we remembered that he was God 
as well as man, to conclude, that many things 
impoſſible for us; and therefore, in very preſ- 
ſing temptations, by diſtruſting our power to 
reſiſt them, we 5ſhould, notwithſtanding his 
example, be too often diſcouraged, and per- 
haps think ourſelves excuſed- too, frumſ at- 
7 tempting it. But when we ſee men off the 
came paſſions and infirmities with ourſelves, 
ſſaultedo by the ſame — as we are, 
andi yet maſtering them, we- can then make 
ethe plea of impoſſibility no longer ; and, 
that once temovedz all tire main obſtarles to 
* free . be cemowed with it | 
IR i ſo 


— 


more alefub to convince bes the poſit — 
our duty; than they are, e ndl LcOurag 
us to the practice - of it. 12 5 3-5 Te 
There is a native «comelineſs in virtue, 
which makes it need only to nen 0 cn 
to be admifred'; and a natural 
men, what they admire, to ens 15 5 this 5 
principle that: ſets all the powers of the ſoul RES. 
on work;/andcimpels a mam to act often even 1 38 
beyond hi nf, Ittis thus, that the example 
of a brave leader many: times influenecꝭ cu 
ſoldier under his command, till, | by-degrees, 
the ſame ſpirit animates the whole army like 
one man, and) every gone is ready alike to 
expoſe his lifethe- firſt; -thie ſenſenbf danger 
either being entirely loſt, ar ſerving but as 
a ſpur to quick” his ambition the more. 
Would we acquit ourſelves as welb in our 
ſpiritual warfare, it will become us, in the 
ſame manner, to have an eye on our ſpiritual 
Leaders, on thoſe who! have. Jought- 4 good 
be, have Jaſons their courſe, and have kept the 
TTY - faith ; 


f * 
\ | | i 
| 
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faith; and, e keep them in ou hk iew;-Wwe 
ſhall probably grow like them in our prac = 
tice;  We' ſhall think it a diſgrace for us to 
defert thi path, which they have trod before; 
and to linke under thoſe pre! which 
they triumphed. At the leaſt, er 0 

did, ſhould naturally make us exert our utmoſt 
endeavours to do the ſame and we all know 
how different things ſeem in ſpeculationg to 
what they prove upon trial; they may be 
very difficult in the apprehenſion; and yet | 
eaſy enough in che execution; and towardgthe 
rendering of them ſo. the ſetting of ſuch-beight 
patterns before us, will very much contribute, 
by repreſenting virtue ſo amiable, as that we 
ſhall either overlook all the difficulties attend · 
ing it, or at leaſt ſo as _ difficulties: ſhall 

be nb diſcouragements. a ay 12). AoC 

Theſt ſcem to be the main 2 God, 
in piopoſing examples to us, and theſe-the na- 
tural effects that our obſerving of ithem''/howld 
have upon us, viz. to convince us of the 
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uli of our du, and to animate ws o eau | 

practices of i M i org eee 
That theſe; gracious deſigns therefore may 
not be defeateds. not theſe, good. | 
upon us, let us think of ſuch: cxupples,fre> 
quently,” and in all caſes apply, and urge 
them home to ounlelrees: that whenever any 
temptation / aſſaults us, we e may immediately 
recollect Who has been afſaylted, in the ſame 
manner, and yet came off victorions. Let 
us conſiden, t only how ſuch; a patriarch, - 
prophet,” apoſtle, ar. firſt Chriſtian . guld hay 9 
behaveds but how; actually he: did behaye, 
upon ſueh or ſuch an occaſion-. Thus thall 
each example: have its. proper uſe, either o 
ſubdue in us ſome vice, ori to excite, in us 
ſome virtue. Thus ſhall the meelengſs of 
Moſes ſerve as a remedy. to check zin us all 
the ſwellings of pride, or tranſporti uf nter: 
and David's behaviour tox ards, Saul, ſhame 
us out of the low and mean ſpirit of revenge. 
Let a. man be, bereaved, even ag aß Wa gf 
bealth, fortune, and friends at once; yet let 
14 CT 
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him but remember what Job, in thoſt eit: 
cumſtances, ſaid, and he himſelf — 
teady, with the ſame pious reſignation, to ſay, 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord, Job i. 21 
- Laſtly, That we may be able to come up 
to theſe patterns, which Scripture propoſes 
to us, in the hardeſt inſtances: of duty, let us 
conſtantly keep in mind, as they-ididgthat 
eternal happineſs which is to be the rewatd 
of it, That conſideration it was, which 
chiefly ſupported them in their afflictions, 
and muſt therefore ſupport us in ours. Thus 
in Heb. x. 34. it is ſaid, They took joyfully 
the ſpoiling of their. goods 3 knowing in them 
 felves, that they had in heaven a better and more 
enduring ſubſtance. That we may therefore 
fit as looſe to this world as they did, let our 
converſation be in heaven, as theirs was. 
Thus, in another place, ſays St. Paul, 2 Cor. 
iv. 14—16. Knowing that He which raiſed u 
the Lord Fefus, ſhall raiſe ur up alſor dy. cur. 
For which. cauſe. we: faint not Zur though: our 
aul 


„n M oN U uy 
outward' man periſh "vet erwar- h ide 
renewed day iy du Nay, fois far, they 

from fainting under, that ve nd Hepteven. 
rejoiced in their tribulations g aH d 
that their light: affliction, ww , Sr for" 
moment, would two for: edt un ar. b ex- 
c ceedimg ond oternal weight of ⁰ον Rn n 
doubt of it, all the Calamities of this world, 
be they how great ſoever, care” yet nothing in 
the balance againſt an eternity of compleat 
bliſs. A belief then of ſuclꝭ a future ſtate tas 
| this, muſt certainly be the beſtnatutal/mieans 
of bearing us up under thwevils of the pre- 
ſent; but what is ſtill much better fuck a 
faith as this will entitle us to the protectidn 
of heaven, and the aſſiſtande (of the Divine 
Grace. dem 1] 1 al N yarns 
To conclude _ a word; let us oon n 
look up to the Author and Finicitt 1er 
faith; let us conſider what Hteſuffbed And 
what He hath prepared for us and then ſhill 
we find no duty, no temptationatog Hadi hr 
us; we ſhall be able't to do all "things ybroafh 
Chrift, 
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Chriſt that firengthens us; we mal be glad 
to ſuffer any thing v th E im, zur 01 N 
in this tranſitory life, that we mad ye W 
Him in the life excrlating. i 1 158 „ Ta 
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— ye may ade Hamels and barmbeſe, the 

ens of Gad without rebuke, in the midſt of 4 
cooled ind. perverſe: nation, among ubm Je 
ſbine as. 3 in the . 7 


Tr E 8 E WY were originally addreſſed. 
by St. Paul to the whole body of Chriſtians 
then in general; and with regard to them at 
that time, ſo remarkable was their zeal and 
integrity, that this character of ſhining as lights 
in the world might be applied to them in ge- 
neral with. the greateſt- propriety. This ex- 

preſſion however may admit of ſome little 
variation in ſenſe, . e as it may be dif- 
ferently rendered, either ye ſhine, or ſhine. ye, 

as lights in the world but whether it be 
taken by | way of commendation or, exhorta- 
tion, the doctrine from the text will be ſtill 
the lame, viz. that, as Chriſtianity affords 
better 


 irreproachable in the ſight of God and man, 
than any other Wenn x the world can, ts 


_ notorious and undeniable.” And indeed how 


all on the other ſide df the 


never ſot his meal to a falood. 


ug hs 


% n MON 
better meme f making men eminently x TP 


a 
i 


does it lay the upon all 


its profeſſors eee de CIR v3 bitt 


IT 'Nows that the firſt nt 
this conſpicuous character, is a maſter: of fact 


ſhould ĩt be otherwiſe d for their religion was 
plainly the religion of reaſon and conviction; 
not the effect of authority, prepoſſeſſionʒ ot 
prejudice.” Their prejudices muſt have been 


queſtion 1 but, 
being men of hoheſt minds, they. could not 


ſtand out againſt the miracles wrought in de · 


fence of it; theſe carried ſenſible demonſtru· 

tions of a ſupernatural Power along with 
them; and therefore, when the workefs of 
them declared) aliat i chey had redhivedidieir 
commiſſion: from God, they dationally won 


ceived/itz) for God, as a God of truth, could 
Thus were 
their 


| their eats open to all the inſtructions, which 
| ſhould come from ſuch inſpired teachers; and 
accordingly, as the word of God found a free 
and eaſy admiſſion into their hearts, ſo with, 
it did every Chriſtian grace fand virtue natu 
rally take root, and grow up wp 
the main foundation of all their faith and 
tue was chis, the eee e 
our Saviour's: reſurrection, Which Was a full 
confirmation of all that He had ever aid ur 
taught ; that He came from God's was the 
Him, Himſelf very God and conſequentiiy 
that, as He had raiſed» Himſelf from the 
dead, He:was: able to raiſe them alſo, and 
from His declarations therefore infallibly 
monldans \And-thid\was: a: foundation for- their 
faith fim and immoveablei byithis were they 
enabled to encounter alb difficulties and dan- 
gers; to withſtand all oaſſaults and tempta- 
tions. With heaven and eternal happineſs 
in view. nothing in all. nature coulii⸗ have 
charms enough to. allure | them! from their 
duty; 
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aue — no not eee itſelf eon 
And wut wen, eminent a 
more eminent t and eee Rill ;' We es 
ſhould be blameleſt and harmleſs, the ons of 
God without ' rebuke, in the midſt of 4 tt 
and perverſe nation, among whom they" wer 
ſhine as lights in the world; Now theſt words 
ſeem to reſpect their conduct chiefly with 
regard to men; that, as their new. pro el ion 
would certainly draw the eyes of the world 
upon them, ſo their characters ſhould be able 
to ſtand the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny; that, as they 
lived amongſt enemies, who would gladly 
catch hold of any handle for reproach, 
they ſhould be more than otdinarily-cautious: 
not to give any juſt nee were 
ſtiled Sons of God, ſo chey th aſſert their | 
right to that title by an unſpotted: -holineſs'of | 
life and integrity of manners; and by ſhews«' 
ing in all their behaviour, that they exerciſed 
themſelves to have a conſcience void af of- 
fence, 


* 
* * 
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ſence; ——— as towards God. * 
And theſe cautions were no more thar neceſ- 
fſaryß; for we find, chat diſputes and animoſi- 
ties began to ipring up- very early among 
them; partly from their addiction each to 
their ſeveral teachers; partly from ſome miſ- 9 
taken notions, that prevailed about the nature 1 
of Chriſtian liberty, vhich ſome were un- il 
reaſonably” 'for--o6ntrafting „too much, and 
others as unwarruntably for extending too 
far; and probably from many other reaſons, 
well known at that time, «though not ſo eaſily 
to be aſſigned by us at this diſtance. Beſides 
5 their zeal (which is an active principle, and 
apt therefore, without great caution, to over- 
leap the bounds of moderation) might prompt 
them now and then, even from à glowing 
ſenſe of God's honour) too much to diſ- 
regard and deſpiſe the tonfues and opi- 
nions af thoſe; about them; and to make 
them, ſo that they could but ſatiaf/ their 
own conſciendes in what «they 1'diz; not to 
conſult — either the times, the occa- 
ions, 
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ions, or the manner of doing it; in which 
1 and 
on which-muſt depend too its chief influence 
and ſucceſs. It might tempt them ans; — 
they ſaw they were to expect no countenance 
from the civil power, ſometimes too unwa⸗ 
rily to offend and exaſperate i it; and, from an |. 
eagerneſs-of bearing teſtimony to the truth, 
inſtead of declining danger (which; without a 
proper call, is ever our duty to do) too mn 
to run themſelves into the way of ity 
With regard to us at this time, ne eau» 
tion, I fear, is neceſſary from * ON 
ing of our zeal; in this reſpec 


than reſtrained; though were our zeal e 
ſo much more active and animated than it is, 
yet (bleſſed be God) we need be under nd 
apprehenſions upon that account 3 4 „ 
our happineſs to live in a country, where 
, Chriſtianity 1 is the religion profeſſed, WF * 
y"”_u_ civil . on its fide, wat 2 


2 5 = | 8 


onverts upon nen . ehe 
we are in * great meaſure, Chriſtians, as it 

irth, and, the cuſtom of the age 
ace We n in; in * GA as we 
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qught to be bee hes [this 
r rom being our « expoſe, hag 


acred oracles of t ach Ae hadron out. 
be it pany Peril therefore, if we neg- 
le& to conſult the 
tic records of . thoſe miracles, which firſt 
tianity into the world; ane 

me to, us, as they were to the 
eye witneſſes of them, and will continue to 


e haye moſt authen- 


— 
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and ſenſible, are yet equally certain, 


an extent of country, and in ſo ſhort a * 


de to all future ages, undeniable teſts of che 
truth of it. It is true, we do not ſee them 
performed as they did; we have not the ſa 


ocular demonſtration, which they had; but 


we have all the proofs of them, which, in 
the nature of things, matters of this kind 


are capable of; which, though not viſible 
as if 
they were. Beſides, we have other proofs in 
defence of Chriſtianity, which muſt have 
been wanting to them; as namely, the amaz- 
ing propagation of the Goſpel over ſo vaſt 


of time, againſt all the learning, the pow 
and the malice of the world combined an 
it; by, ſeemingly, the weakeſt means, and; 
humanly ſpeaking, the moſt diſproportioned 
inſtruments; itſelf the greateſt of miracles. 
We might appeal likewiſe 10 many pro- 
phecies fulfilled, which of courſe muſt have 
been hid from thoſe of former ages, and 
which could have been diſcovered only by 
their accompliſhment ; a miracle this too, 

which 


8 E R 
which manifeſtly bears the Divine ſtamp upon 
it; for certainly to foreknow future events, 
muſt be the property of Gag dene, to whom 
all things are preſent. 

And ſhall we then not tend che en 
tures, which come thus authentically and 


regard to us, that we are not Jews, Maho- 
metans or een 3 and as to any advantages 


been ſo. ; 1 13 E | ; : 4 Jet +4 
But I hope for- bee en 1 e's WAY dan 


all thankfully improve the happy privilege of 
our birth into all the adyantages for which 
Providence deſigned it; that we ſhall not 
content ourſelves with being nominal Chriſ+ 
tians only, like heirs to a title, without any 
ſubſtance. at all to ſupport it; but convince 
the world, that we are become Chriſtians in 
deed and in truth, upon mature choice and 


well-grounded principles; by ſtudying the 


Scriptures with that aſſiduity, attention, and 
1 zeal 
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are ſuitable to their vorth and 
nent And ſurely no other aan 
religion can deſerve our care and attention ſo 
well; for no other can ſo fully inſtruct us in 
the knowledge, either of the Divine nature, 
or our own ; can preſeribe ſo pure a form of 
worſhip, or ſo compleat a rule of practice; 
can afford ſuch aſſiſtances, or propoſe ſuch re- 
wards. It is foreign to my preſent deſign, as, 
with regard to the audience I am before, it 
would be needleſs; to enter upon a laboured 
yo? of theſe points; the truth of which 

' uſt be evident to every one, who will: form 
but the lighteſt compariſon between Chriſti- 
anity and any other religion in the world. 

As to the Gentiles, who had nothing but 

the light of nature to direct them, and that 
too | miſerably diminiſhed of its original 
brightneſs, it is no wonder, that their wor- 
ſhip ſhould be ſo defective, when their no- 
tions of the Deity were. ſo depraved; they 
not only believed a plurality of gods, but 
un held many for ſuch, who, from their 
lewd- 
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lewdneſs, intemperance, and cruglty; would 
have been juſtly looked upon as monſters 

even amongſt men. We may be ſure that the 
rites of their worſhip were ſuited: to the ob- 
jects of it; and what then muſt the lives of 
ſuch votaries be expected to beꝰ It is true : 
indeed, the more learned of them, and who, 
by their parts and application, had made a 
deeper ſearch into nature, diſcovered worthier 
ſentiments of God and his attributes; but 
though ſome of them pretty plainly appear 
to have believed but one Supreme God; yet 
not any of them, no, not the beſt and wiſeſt 
of them all, could free himſelf from the 
idolatry of the times; but gave a ſtrong con- 
firmation to it, by declaring at his death, that 
he had always worſhipped the gods according 

to the uſage of his country. | 

With regard to the Jews, hich e 
came from Divine inſpiration, and was de- 
ſigned to be a type of Chriſtianity, and the 
ſhadow of heavenly things to come, one 
might have expected better things from them; 
: Z 3 but, 
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dut, as they had always been a cracked and | 
perverſe people, fo they: became every d 
more and more vitiated from the corrupt doc- 
trines and practices of their elders; Who; by 
their multiplied traditions, had well nigh 
rendered the law. of none effect; and buried, 
as it were, the ſpirit of their religion une ? 
the rubbiſh of ſuperſtitious rights and carnal 
ordinances. Beſides the ſanctions of their 
law were of a temporal nature; and but dim, 
in compariſon, was their proſpect of the im- 
mortality of the ſoul, and a future ſtate f 
rewards and puniſhments; which yet alone 
are ſtrong enough to bind men to a conſtant 
and uniform courſe of obedience, and which 
were never fully . to . but by the 
Goſpel. 

As Chriſtianity appears to this: n 
when compared with any other religion, ſo 
will it appear to the ſame advantage ſtill, if 
compared, as it is maintained by us of the 
reformed church in its genuine purity, with 
the many errors and corruptions of the church 


of. 
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lickly profeſſed, as are contrary to the whole 


tenor and deſign of the Goſpel ; deſtructive 


of all the eee of piety, juſtice, and 


charity; and injurious no leſs to the honour 


of God, and the merits of our Redeemer, 
than to the peace and welfare of ſociety, and 


the common rights and liberties of mankind. 


Nor indeed can it well be accounted for 
dotherwiſe, how any people ſhould be held in 

| fo ſlaviſh a ſubjection to ſuch abſurd and im- 
pious notions, than by their being debar red 


the free uſe of the Scriptures, and by having 
their ſervice locked up from them in an un- 


known tongue. 3 . J e 
But this is very far from 13 our caſe. 
With us, all the offices of the church are 


performed in our native tongue; and there- 


fore, as the ſervice itſelf is reaſonable, ſo may 


we all rationally bear a part in it. Beſides, 
the free uſe of the Scriptures is not only al- 

lowed, but injoined us; and every one, who 
can read, may there ſee with his own eyes the 
1 4 whole 
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of Rome; wherein ſuch doctrines are pub- 
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myſtery of his red emption hid o en to 
may there learn, how man e 
formed, from hat a ſtate he re 
what means he was reſtored how 


ciliation with God, and the wares of his 
ſins (which, of himſclf, he could neyer have 
been entitled to, could never have had any 
ſolid grounds to hope for) vrere effected b7 
the all- ſufficient merits of Go | incarnate dy- 
ing for him; may there behold, in one view, 
the moſt perfect rule of life, whether regarj- 
ing God, his neighbour, or himſelf, laid 
down in the plaineſt manner, and illuſtrated 
by the brighteſt example, even that of our 
Saviour; together with the promiſe of the 8 
Divine Grace to aſſiſt him in his duty ; and 
of everlaſting happineſs, to reward him for 
it. The conſequence of all which is plainly 
this, that Chriſtianity obliges its pibfefiors to 
excel all other men as much in the. purity of 
l lives, as that excels all other . 
in the purity of its doctrine. 


Indeed 


s ERMON xv. 345 
Indeed for what end db 66u1d God be hip: 
_ either to vouchſaft us the light of the 


nature, to ſuffer for us? It was doubtleſs for 
this, to ſhew his hatred to fin, and Jove to 


the other. q This i is the doctrine of every page 
almoſt in the Goſpel; to this, all its pre- 
cepts, all ** * 8 its dere F 
tend.” os (0068) pak 2 

This, ſays St. Paul, is a faithful faying Gr 
wort by f all acceptation, that Cbriſt Feſus 


1 


15. Here is plainly declared the gracious end 
of our Saviour's coming; but how to ſave 
them? why, by freeing them, as we are elſe · 
where taught, from the guilt and dominion 


of ſin; for for this purpoſe was the' Son of God 


the devil, 1 Joh. iii. 8. But the doctrine and 
terms of our ſalvation are no where more 


fully declared to us than in Tit. ii. 11, &c. 
A be * of Ged, that bringeth ſalvation, hath 


ap- 


Goſpel, or to permit his bleſſed Son, in our 


mankindz to aboliſh the one, in order to ſave 


came into the world to ſave fonners, 1 Fin l. 


manife ted, that be might de roy the works of 


0 
A : 


356 SERMON: [> 
appeared. to all nen, teaching ws, that | 
 ungodlingſs and worldly lil, wwe baut :e 
 foberly, nighteouſly, and gody in thi lr 
world ; \ looking for that bleſſed hope," and the 
glorious appearing of the great Gad and our 
Saviour Feſus Chrift, who gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works, Where we may obſerve, that all 
the hopes we can have from the glorious ap- 
praring of the great God and our Saviaur Feſus 
Chrif, depend on this condition, that «ve live 
| righteouſly, ſoberly, and godly in this preſent 
world. Chriſt gave himſelf for us for this 
very purpoſe, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity ; if therefore we ſtill continue ob- 
ſtinate in the practice of it, we defeat, what 
we can, the end of Chriſt's firſt coming; and 
how then'can we expect _ fy from 
His ſecond? 1 

I ſhall not think it needful to fecite- any 
of the precepts of the Goſpel, which are 


plain and obvious to all ; or to enlarge on its 
pro- 
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_ promiſes, which che: men Chriſtian," that 
yer looked rn. W muſt perceive to 
that the Divine Grace 
only in aid of our own beſt. 
avours ; that Chriſt's merits: are avail- 
able only in conjunction with a ſound faith ; 
and that happineſs is annexed only to a life 
ning obedience, or at . to an un- 

feigned repentance. : 

As to the godly alone all wit ge of 
the Goſpel are made, ſo againſt the ungodly 
are all its threatenings denounced ; ſo that, as 
the greater will be our reward, if we punc- 
tually perform God's will; ſo the heavier will 
our puniſhment be, if we wilfully tranſgreſs 
it; eternal the reward; and eternal the pu- 
niſnment. e 1 £ 

I need not ſure add, vin our abtigetions 
increaſe in proportion to our knowledge; and 
that many things, which would be paſſed by 
uncenſured or unnoticed in a poor and illite- 
rate Chriſtian, would reflect a ſhame and diſ- 
honour _ thoſe of ſounder ſenſe, and more 


im- 
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improved capacities. It might juſtly "AFC ex- 
pected from them, as they are better zudges 
of the ſit times and ſeaſons, the due force 
and propriety of action, to ſet every virtue 
off in its faireſt light, and to make religion 
appear every way amiable. Where to ſupe- 
rior knowledge is added a ſuperior tank and 
8 eminence in life, there the oblię ati ns be- 5 
come ſtronger ſtill; that ſuch, whoſe examples 
will have a great and extenſive influence, may, 
for that reaſon, make their examples as uſeful 
as poſlible ; | and endeavour to be an honour 
to religion, as religion will nn bo. an 
honour to them. ut 
But of all men living, it doubtleſs ad 
the Clergy moſt to excel both in 'the-know- 
| ledge and the practice of their duty; indeed 
it would be doubly criminal in them to be 
defective in either. They have, iin a peculiar 
manner, dedicated themſelves to the ſervice 
of God; and accordingly, as their function 
exempts them from the hurry and fatigue of 
ſecular — | . have the more 
leiſure 
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| leiſure to attend to, and muſt be therefore. 

ſelf-condemned, if they neglect the grand 
concerns of à better life. Beſides, unto them 
are committed the oracles of God; nor can 
true faith and ſound morals be long preſerved 
amongſt any people, but by the e influ- 
ence of their learning and example. 5 
Very different is the caſe of the W 
of the Goſpel now, from that of the firſt 
publiſhers of it. They were actuated (and 
neceſſary it was that they ſhould be actuated) 


by Divine inſpiration; but God, having once 


eſtabliſned the Goſpel by miracles, left it to 
be ſupported afterwards by the more ordinary 
methods of grace, and the joint uſe of rea- 
ſon and lęarning. And ſurely no common 
pains are requiſite to qualify a man to under- 
ſtand the Scriptures in their original lan- 
guages ; duly to compare the Old and New 
Teſtament together, and to ſee how they 
mutually confirm and illuſtrate» each other; 
to acquaint himſelf with the hiſtory: of thoſe 
early times, and the particular errors and 
| objec- 
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doctrine, and rightly to ſtate the 
to comfort che afflicted, to don 


rors of the Lord to reclaim thoſe, Whoſe lives 
are a ſcandal to our religion; and; by ſolid 


the learning in the world will be to little 
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nes 0 eee * 0 riftian 


each Chriſtian duty; by all honeſt arts of 4 
dreſs to infuſe knowledge! into. the "PR TOY 


ing, and to ſatisfy the — 30 pi 3 cs 


. 


arguments, to refute thoſe, 'who „ 0 


themſelves againſt it. A eee, een 


It is not — be entpalbith; hat every 
one, who is called to the Miniſtry, can ng | 


either opportunities or abilities ſufficient! for 


all theſe qualifications; but it is certainly the 
duty of every one to be poſſeſſed of as many 
of them as he can; and of ug 
to 8 eee of them un 


be difficult to point out many, that are." 
But it is a good example at laſt, hid 


Without this, all 


crown all other qualities. 


pur- 
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purpoſe, and the beſt preaching prove but as 
founding braſs, or a 1 inklmg cymbal. The force 
of our doctrine will depend upon the tenor of 
our lives; and have a greater or leſs influence 
upon others, according to the influence it 
ſhall appear to have upon ourſelves. A 
preacher of righteouſneſs will naturally be 
reproach, that falls upon him, will 

not reſt there; but be turned by many to 
the diſcredit of his function; by many to the 
diſcredit. of Chriſtianity itſelf. - Great reaſon 
therefore have we. to follow the apoſtle's ad+ 
vice in walking in wiſdom toward them that are 
without, Col. iv. 5. and to copy his example, 
in bebaving ounſelves bolily, juſtly, and unblame 
ably among them that believe, 1 Theſſ. ii. 10. 

Now, by this unblameable ſanctity mentioned 
both here and in my text, the apoſtle can 
never be thought ſure to mean any preciſeneſs 
or ſingularity of carriage; much leſs any 
ſupercilious and unſociable ſeverity of life; 
which would tend rather to 2 religion, 

0 than 
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_ rebuke; and eff ctually * 0 ame, 
of e e eee | 

| booty ſaid might 3 be 4584 0 Ag un- 
neceſſary. to men of the firſt n. in We 
church, as it ne de 
from one of mine. 
citing any of the epiſ 
cations, which: St. Paul, in his 
Timothy and Titus, hath fo beg 
I ſhall conclude mw — 
Almighty God, 
fninite mercy; 
with the — of 


* 7 4 
5 


be 3 me a wa llie Wale lateſt 
poſterity ; and to this end; may God fo direct 
his Majeſty, chat he may appoint always ſuch 
perſons to the government of the Church, as, 
by their learning, wiſdom, and picty, may 
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1 Clo all 115 ill qualities; which frail man is 

incident to, there is hardly any one that car- 

ries more folly and baſeneſs along with it; 
that makes a man more uneaſy to himſelf 
and hateful to others; that argues more en- 
mity to man and unthankfulneſs to God; in 
a word, that is more oppoſite both to nature 
and grace, than envy. Self-preſervation i is the 
firſt principle of human nature, and upon this 
is ingraffed the love of our neighbour, ſince 
our mutual relations and dependencies may 
convince us, that we can never ſeek our own 
good ſo effectually as in conjunction with that 
of others: but now envy acts directly the con- 
trary to this rule; it makes us ſo far from 
Wiſhing the welfare of others, as to pine at 
Aa 2 the 
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improving himſelf j this is not envyubut emu · 
lation; which if guarded from thoſe little 
heart · burninge, that too frequently attendb it. 
is a noble diſpoſition af mind, and the patent 
of almoſt every ching that is great and ex- 
cellent. 11 1% W de 180 5115 D 
Again, to ſoe men of worth and virtue ge- 
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ſatisfyflig ör Mö natüfaf Ap pPbtiteb GP Hunger 
ad tit, WIn t a perten Püfud Witt AR: 
dune, Hlufk batüt be l Anger 065 REHA 
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mbre 1 ane tits 
greater will be his fall. If meum by hd. 
nourz ha ere eeneeeee the 
_ worlds wat is: popularrtame 
that's broken/inrari inſtant? 1 
man owe hid honour to fortune, or his merit? 
I t fortune let us confider how fickle at 
is, and how little co he dependeu upon; if to 
his / merit; let us nememberm his up] alt 
then e ſhuall not be too forward to envyiſhim 
dis purohaferioo0qt emonduwggo E ee 
to thoſe things which are generally the u 
of] pete Mhcaltgunt nn 
by conſideringi ĩts f on theexvioup 
himſelf. SIefftiv noftos bor brim zi noqit Nee 
s Now ome of the chief grounds vf enry is 
his, chat a man cannot bear a ſupegior z; ad 
yet no man can envy another, but, by envying, 
he acknowledges: him to be fo, and actually i 
makes the ſuperiority ſtill greater and more 
conſpicuous,” How naturally framed for ſo- 
ciety we are, appears in 1 more than 
in 


thoughts, his opp 
ous "actions hich ws mes maten bun. 


— Abe lib ateu eure 
preys upon his mind, and ĩs often viſible even in 


his oountenanee ; for ill enuy is generally! ſo 
Juſt as to ſet a merk upon che nun, whomit 
concerns the reſt of mank ind to kno und to 
ſhun: and now what un ſbegeeedatiy ef 
envy more than that it malies cam & odibus; 
to the world; and a perpetuab korment to him 

- = 0 Ra Irs that happineſs? 10: 


others, 
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a : and tat was His whole life hevgibut 
one continued ſcene of doing good go in 
2 utmoſt extent of the word, both to the 
ſouls and bodies of men: nay, even to thoſe 
very men from whom, at the ſame time, He 
himſelf endured the greateſt of evils ; ut 
love triumphed over all diffioulties, and made 
Him ſubmit to! death with pleaſure, ſince it 
was to be attended with man's redemption. 
And how then can we profeſs ourſelves fol- 


lowers of Chriſt, and yet be envious and ma- 
licious 


; 
i 


np proof Chit, ih ſaith ” 


ene, 6,606 would thi 
A as we — Lihciles: love to 
us, and not to love ou? brethren for His ſake; 
eſpecially fince He hath-made love the diſtin- 
guiſhing mark of” a true Chriſtian ; by Fit / 
ſhall all mem km, that ye are my Cn 7 
Lamm 35. 

| Ant indeeds what is the church of Chriſt 
but one large body, of which Chriſt is the 
headg wherein; as in the natural body, all 
the members have a neceſſary connexion v 

and dependence upon each other; ſo that the 
good of the whole muſt ſubſiſt by a due har- 
mony and agreement of the ſeveral parts; ſo 
that whether one member ſuffer, all the mem - 
a bers 


with it. But hy e pedde s was fp * 
n eee eee ne at his 
umi 0 e dees al | 
its win — Ohviſtianity 


— — elan | 
lafly ſo contraty boch te the exumple- d pre. 
cepts of Chriſt, and tie whole tehour and iſpi-· 
rit of the Goſpel, ie 'cdnnot fure but wknows | 
ledge it to be a fin, and a very grievous ont 
too; and accordingly we find it numbetod an 
that black catalogue of ſins in Gal. v. of which 
it is ſaid) chat they who do ſuch things, /bull »- 
not inberit the kingdom of Gad... 
If chen we ere duly ſenſible of the finſu’t 
neſs and danger of etwy, I hope e thalbibe 
ready to hearken to any remedies that may 


prevent 


may neee wart DA 2345; < 
Tbe firſt acmedy ahen which, I ſhall ipro- = 
1 bet. an nucdue value) upon 8 
this world sIgoedds hOοN B Hf bas” YI: | 
7 Ra na Pata _ be 
1 furthe g Our 
ownsi ot another's. Rod, f Gods glory. H 
chen ,errhaverbuto ſuchera o phstiam af, this 
worldie goods, 288: >Will:anſwer.all -theends 
which-ous ſtation Sequireh We have all that is 
ſufficient. woAndlinfdeed;; B& faftrA82OUT ſelyes 
alone are cnngerned, alhthat age ſupplied with 
the conveniencies and.comforts, of life, are 
much-uponra;ilevel „for, tone liſe. is all 
that wwe can deaſonably deſi and. that in 
very moderat) circumſtenęes w aride and 
mn the ware. affluent Wee do. no more for 
boundleſs as oui fortunss may be, au appe- 
tites are ſtintad a Io that: if e ill be hut con- 


tent with 8 Which, nature: de- 
ſigned 


caly. rates but if ye wil ale at imaginary 
| happineſs,/,we. may, be fon over in ſeurah / of 


to mend qur. condition, and to enoręaſe our bf 
ing good but then we are to obſerve wi 


tion upon ſo generqus a 


| niſhed than himſelf;; nor oou¹d he, with any 
reaſon, be uneaſy in the mean time with his 


dee 0 t and 


what we'ſhall;be ſure never to find. Not but 
that, conſiſtently enough ener. 
ing, we may wiſh, and lawfully endeavout᷑ too, 


fortune, in order to e 


large our ſphere.ofido= | 


that whoſoever ſhould defire to better his ſta- 
inciple, vrould ſoorn 


to look with envy at another more amply fur 


preſent allotment, as knowing that God, ho 
needs not our actions to interpret our inten- 
tions, will eſteem the will in this caſe for the 
deed; and reward us according to the large- 
neſs of our, hearts, and not, the narrowneſs of 
our eircumſtanges. mid tons 10 
A ſecondqemedy i is, ta _— aper 


a due notion of (God's providence. Lat us 
eee the various diſtributions of 
naked 
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mitted to our etre; hd that the larger our 
receipts are in this world the more have we 
to anßwer for in the other? that He is infi- 
nitely wiſe and gout} anch kherefore 1 and 
willing to diſpoſe of ud b 
ourſelves : that ve cal eite 
they will, He can eſtow his grace 
with vhieh the meaneſt mag be 1 
without which the greateſt WII be niſerable; | 
and this ſure muſt *phuck up envy by the 
roots. For What > ſhall 1 enry a man his 
wealth ? which if either ill gotten, or not 
enjoyed, is not a bleſſing, but à curſe; Or 
repine at the honours of another aki; if 
purchaſed at the expence of his conſcience, 
do but render him more ſplendidly miſerable; 
when, perhaps too, were I te be ſtated in the 
condition of either; I ſhould but multiply my 
fins K change. We ſee what a ſtrange 
N altera- 


OE 
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enyy ſo do they moſt power erfully 
| e of. thoſe virtues, which 
e Go] ſpel. briedy com- 


God, and the love 
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1 of all-mapkind;' 
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we Ml finally e 


admitted into heaven, or for ever be excluded 


from it. Love, as 1 faid before; nig r the 
diſtinguiſhing badge of a true Uiſt Hple's unn 


as it bears ſo eminent a place above her 


| honoured with peculiar privileges and rewards. 


In ſhort, love it is which renders us moſt like 
to God, for God i ts love; and like Him we 


muſt be, or never expect to enjoy him. 
But further to illuſtrate our Saviour's doc- 
trine by his life, and that with a particular 


eye to the ſubject I am upon. Does our envy 


then ſpring from ſelf- love? 7. e. are we there- 


fore envious and uncharitable againſt others, 


becauſe inordinate lovers of ourſelves ? - How 


contrary to this was our Saviour? who fo 
loved mankind, as that he thought he could 


do nothing too much for their good ; who, 


that he might purchaſe their redemption, was 
Cc reſolved 


s. ER me” N 
eee e than not to effect 1. 


Or does. ĩt ſpring from pride and a vain opi- 


nion, that our merit is ſuperior to that of 
others, ſo that the firſt place, the chief power 
and dignity muſt of right belong to us? Our 
Saviour, on the contrary, how meck 2 
lowly ? who, though of the ſame nature with 
God, yet condeſcended to take human nature 
upon Him, and appeared amongſt us, not as 
man only, but as one of the meaneſt of men. 
Does it ſpring from worldly-mindedneſs and 
an inordinate deſire of this world's goods, ſo 
that we cannot bear to ſee another poſſeſſed 
of thoſe advantages which we want? How 


different from this was our Saviour, who had 
but the bare neceſſaries of life, and was con- 
tent? Or, laſtly, does it ſpring from impa- 
tience and unthankfulneſs under God's ap- 
pointments? How reſigned, on the contrary, 
was our Lord's behaviour, when, in the ſe- 
vereſt of his agonies, he faid, Father, not my 


will, but thine be done? 1 
'This 


us; atk if n but endeavour: out beſt -t to 
imitate it, we have the promiſe of His grace 
for our comfort here, and of His glory for 


our eternal reward hereafter: Privileges 6 
theſe, which muſt make all other advantages 
appear too mean to deſerve envy 1 and which 
are leaſt of all to be envied themſelves, be- 
cauſe they are what, (by God's bleſſing) every 
one, if he will, may enjoy. 


* 


«< 

= 

4 L 
S 2 
3 2 


* . 
5 


7 8 a : : * 
5 5 | X: . R Mo” p =P das 7 
ß 6 | SOR» Re, 2M 8 a * 9 


e — — — 2 ** — — — — 


—— — — — x ů ¶ů ——·ůͤ·ů —— — at. — — —— 


„„ CTC TD CE. BS, — —— TT * _— ahs . 


